
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Common Prayer 
August 27 – September 30, 2017 
St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church – Wilmette, Illinois 



Welcome to this booklet of Common Prayer. 
 
On each page, you will find passages of scripture appointed for that day, a 
space to offer your own prayers for yourself and for others, an invitation to 
pray the Lord’s Prayer, and a prayer that may reflect the readings, known as 
a collect because it “collects” our prayers. 
 
This month’s booklet follows trajectories from a couple of texts: the First 
Book of Kings, from the Old Testament, and the First Letter to the 
Corinthians, from the New Testament.  
 
First Kings traces the story of King Solomon, the son of David, the great 
king of Israel. You will find lessons in the booklet this month that recall his 
wisdom, his effort to build a temple where God might dwell. This book 
also holds the story of the prophet Elijah, which you’ll read pieces of in 
these lessons. 
 
First Corinthians is a letter from Paul to the early church at Corinth. He 
gives thanks for this congregation, and then he launches into advice over 
their divisions and difficulties. One of my seminary professors describes 
Paul as the uncle who adores this still-to-be-coalesced group, but he’s 
continually smacking his own palm to his forehead over their actions.  
 
Please use these booklets, and share them. Thanks to a generous gift, we 
have the resources to make additional copies and mail them to whoever 
might find one helpful to their life of faith. Would you like to receive a 
booklet by mail, or share one with someone? Contact me with their names 
and mailing information: kristin.white@staschurch.org.  
 
Blessings on you all. Thanks for praying. 
 
In Christ, 
Kristin+ 

  



Sunday, August 27 
 
 
From Psalm 124 
If the LORD had not been on our side, 
 when enemies rose up against us; 
Then would they have swallowed us up alive 
 in their fierce anger toward us; 
Then would the waters have overwhelmed us 
 and the torrent gone over us; 
Then would the raging waters 
 have gone right over us. 
Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
 the maker of heaven and earth. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 16:13-20 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some 
say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter 
answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus 
answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 
on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ Then he sternly ordered the disciples not 
to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Living God, you sent your son into our midst to reveal your wisdom: give us 
courage to proclaim Christ as Lord, and to take up his work, trusting in his 
promise to sustain the church; this we pray in the name of the Holy and 
undivided Trinity, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 



Monday, August 28 – Augustine, Bishop of Hippo 
 
 
From Psalm 87 
On the holy mountain stands the city God has founded; 
 the LORD loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 
Glorious things are spoken of you,  
 O city of our God. 
I count Egypt and Babylon among those who know me; 
 behold Philistia, Tyre, and Ethiopia: in Zion were they born. 
Of the city it shall be said, “Everyone was born in Zion, 
 and the Most High shall sustain it.” 
 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 62:6-12 
Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night 
they shall never be silent. You who remind the Lord, take no rest, and give 
him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout 
the earth. The Lord has sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm: I will 
not again give your grain to be food for your enemies, and foreigners shall not 
drink the wine for which you have labored; but those who garner it shall eat it 
and praise the Lord, and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts. 
Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; build up, 
build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples. 
The Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, "See, 
your salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his recompense before 
him." They shall be called, "The Holy People, The Redeemed of the Lord"; 
and you shall be called, "Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken." 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, the light of the minds that know you, the life of the souls that love 
you, and the strength of the hearts that serve you: help us to follow the 
example of blessed Augustine, so to know you that we may truly love you, and 
so to love you that we may fully serve you, whom to serve is perfect freedom. 
Amen. 



Tuesday, August 29 
 
 
From Psalm 11 
In the LORD have I taken refuge;  
 how then can you say to me, “Fly away like a bird to the hilltop; 
For see how the wicked bend the bow and fit their arrows to the string, 
 to shoot from ambush at the true of heart. 
When the foundations are being destroyed, 
 what can the righteous do?” 
The LORD is in the holy temple; 
 the LORD’s throne is in heaven. 
The LORD weighs the righteous as well as the wicked, 
 but abhors those who delight in violence. 
For the LORD, who is righteous, delights in righteous deeds; 
 and the just shall see the face of the LORD. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 13:28-33 
‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I 
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken 
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when 
the time will come.  
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Draw near to us, O God, that we may find our refuge in you; give us grace to 
keep alert, trusting in the promise of your word, which will not pass away; 
through Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
  



Wednesday, August 30 
 
 
From Psalm 119 
Remember your word to your servant, 
 because you have given me hope. 
This is my comfort in my trouble, 
 that your promise gives me life. 
Your statutes have been like songs to me 
 wherever I have lived as a stranger. 
This is how it has been with me, 
 because I have kept your commandments. 
 
A Reading from the First Book of the Kings 3:5-10 
At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, 
‘Ask what I should give you.’ And Solomon said, ‘You have shown great and 
steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you 
in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart towards you; and 
you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son 
to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your 
servant king in place of my father David, although I do not know how to go 
out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you 
have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or 
counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your 
people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your 
great people?’ It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Be with us, O Lord, in our going out and our coming in: grant us 
understanding minds, able to discern between good and evil; remember your 
word to us because you have given us hope, because your promise gives us life. 
Amen. 



Thursday, August 31  
 
 
From Psalm 18 
I love you, O LORD my strength, 
 O LORD my stronghold, my crag, and my haven. 
My God, my rock in whom I put my trust, 
 my shield, the horn of my salvation, and my refuge; 
 you are worthy of praise. 
I will call upon the LORD,  
 and so shall I be saved from my enemies. 
The breakers of death rolled over me, 
 and the torrents of oblivion made me afraid. 
I called upon the LORD in my distress 
 and cried out to my God for help. 
You heard my voice from your heavenly dwelling; 
 my cry of anguish came to your ears. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 14:12-16 
On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, 
his disciples said to him, ‘Where do you want us to go and make the 
preparations for you to eat the Passover?’ So he sent two of his disciples, 
saying to them, ‘Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet 
you; follow him, and wherever he enters, say to the owner of the house, “The 
Teacher asks, Where is my guest room where I may eat the Passover with my 
disciples?” He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make 
preparations for us there.’ So the disciples set out and went to the city, and 
found everything as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover meal. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O Lord our strength, we love you: hear our voice from your heavenly 
dwelling, and prepare our hearts for the feast we will share with you; through 
Jesus Christ, in whom all our prayers are complete. Amen.  



Friday, September 1 
 
 
From Psalm 16 
I have set the LORD always before me; 
 because you are at my right hand I shall not fall. 
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 
 my body also shall rest in hope. 
You will show me the path of life; 
 in your presence there is fullness of joy, 
 and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 
 
A Reading from the First Book of the Kings 5:1-7, 6:1 
Now King Hiram of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon, when he heard that 
they had anointed him king in place of his father; for Hiram had always been 
a friend to David. Solomon sent word to Hiram, saying, ‘You know that my 
father David could not build a house for the name of the Lord his God 
because of the warfare with which his enemies surrounded him, until 
the Lord put them under the soles of his feet. But now the Lord my God has 
given me rest on every side; there is neither adversary nor misfortune. So I 
intend to build a house for the name of the Lord my God, as the Lord said to 
my father David, “Your son, whom I will set on your throne in your place, 
shall build the house for my name.” In the four hundred and eightieth year 
after the Israelites came out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of 
Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is the second month, 
he began to build the house of the Lord. 
 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Holy God, Solomon built a temple of cedar and cypress and stone to show 
forth your glory: build within us a dwelling for yourself, that our hearts may 
be glad, and our spirits rejoice; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Saturday, September 2 
 
 
From Psalm 20 
May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble, 
 the name of the God of Jacob defend you. 
From God’s holy place may you receive help; 
 may God strengthen you out of Zion. 
Grant you your heart’s desire 
 and prosper all your plans. 
Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses, 
 but we will call upon the name of the LORD our God. 
 
A Reading from the First Book of the Kings 8:14-15, 20-21 
 Then the king turned round and blessed all the assembly of Israel, while all 
the assembly of Israel stood. He said, ‘Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who with his hand has fulfilled what he promised with his mouth to my 
father David. Now the Lord has upheld the promise that he made; for I have 
risen in the place of my father David; I sit on the throne of Israel, as 
the Lord promised, and have built the house for the name of the Lord, the 
God of Israel. There I have provided a place for the ark, in which is the 
covenant of the Lord that he made with our ancestors when he brought them 
out of the land of Egypt.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God of our ancestors: defend and strengthen us by your name; call us always 
to trust that you will uphold the promises you have made, the covenant you 
established from generation to generation; through Christ our Lord, who 
abides with you and the Holy Spirit in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 



Sunday, September 3 
 
 
From Psalm 105 
Give thanks to the LORD and call upon God’s name; 
 make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. 
Sing to the LORD, sing praises, 
 and speak of all God’s marvelous works. 
Glory in God’s holy name; 
 let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
Search for the LORD and the strength of the LORD; 
 continually seek the face of God. 
 
A Reading from the Book of Exodus 3:1-6 
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; 
he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a 
bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then 
Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the 
bush is not burned up.’ When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, 
God called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I 
am.’ Then he said, ‘Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for 
the place on which you are standing is holy ground.’ He said further, ‘I am 
the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob.’ And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, your word burns like a fire within us: give us a bold and faithful 
spirit, that by your strength we may continually seek your face and speak your 
word; make us always willing to turn aside, that we may follow where you 
lead; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 



Monday, September 4 – Labor Day 
 
 
From Psalm 90 
Lord, you have been our refuge 
 from one generation to another. 
Before the mountains were brought forth,  
or the land and the earth were born,  
 from age to age you are God. 
Show your servants your words 
 and your splendor to their children. 
May the graciousness of the LORD our God be upon us; 
 prosper the work of our hands; 
 prosper our handiwork. 
 
A Reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians 3:10-14 
According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid 
a foundation, and someone else is building on it. Each builder must choose 
with care how to build on it. For no one can lay any foundation other than 
the one that has been laid; that foundation is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone 
builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— 
the work of each builder will become visible, for the Day will disclose it, 
because it will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test what sort of work 
each has done. If what has been built on the foundation survives, the builder 
will receive a reward. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, you have so linked our lives one with another that all we do 
affects other lives, for good or ill: so guide us in our work, that we may not do 
it not for ourselves alone, but for the common good; and, as we seek a proper 
return for our own labor, keep us mindful of other laborers, and awaken our 
care for those who are out of work; through Jesus Christ our Lord, whose 
handiwork abides and prospers, even now. Amen. 



Tuesday, September 5 
 
 
From Psalm 26 
Give judgment for me, O LORD,  
for I have lived with integrity; 
 I have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered. 
Test me, O LORD, and try me; 
 examine my heart and my mind. 
For your love is before my eyes; 
 I have walked faithfully with you. 
LORD, I love the house in which you dwell 
 and the place where your glory abides. 
My foot stands on level ground; 
 in the full assembly I will bless the LORD. 
 
A Reading from the First Book of the Kings 9:1-5a 
When Solomon had finished building the house of the Lord and the king’s 
house and all that Solomon desired to build, the Lord appeared to Solomon a 
second time, as he had appeared to him at Gibeon. The Lord said to him, ‘I 
have heard your prayer and your plea, which you made before me; I have 
consecrated this house that you have built, and put my name there for ever; 
my eyes and my heart will be there for all time. As for you, if you will walk 
before me, as David your father walked, with integrity of heart and 
uprightness, doing according to all that I have commanded you, and keeping 
my statutes and my ordinances, then I will establish your royal throne over 
Israel for ever, as I promised your father David.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Merciful God, your love is before our eyes: give us courage and grace to walk 
before you with integrity; keep our feet on level ground, as we bless your name 
and abide in your glory. Amen. 



Wednesday, September 6 
 
 
From Psalm 119 
Your hands have made me and fashioned me; 
 give me understanding, that I may learn your commandments. 
Those who fear you will be glad when they see me, 
 because I trust in your word. 
Let your compassion come to me, that I may live, 
 for your law is my delight. 
My soul has longed for your salvation; 
 I have put my hope in your word.  
 
A Reading from the First Book of the Kings 10:1, 3-7, 9 
When the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon, (fame due to the 
name of the Lord), she came to test him with hard questions. Solomon 
answered all her questions; there was nothing hidden from the king that he 
could not explain to her. When the queen of Sheba had observed all the 
wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had built, the food of his table, the 
seating of his officials, and the attendance of his servants, their clothing, his 
valets, and his burnt-offerings that he offered at the house of the Lord, there 
was no more spirit in her. So she said to the king, ‘The report was true that I 
heard in my own land of your accomplishments and of your wisdom, but I 
did not believe the reports until I came and my own eyes had seen it. Blessed 
be the Lord your God, who has delighted in you and set you on the throne of 
Israel! Because the Lord loved Israel for ever, he has made you king to execute 
justice and righteousness.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Call us again, O God, to your justice; give us understanding and compassion, 
that we might live with righteousness as we long for your salvation; through 
Christ our Lord, who abides with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 



Thursday, September 7 
 
 
From Psalm 37 
Do not fret yourself because of evildoers; 
 do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
For they shall soon wither like the grass, 
 and like the green grass fade away. 
Put your trust in the LORD and do good; 
 dwell in the land and feed on its riches. 
Take delight in the LORD, 
 who shall give you your heart’s desire. 
Be still before the LORD; 
 wait patiently for the LORD. 
Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 
 do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil. 
 
A Reading from the Letter of James 3:13, 17-4:1, 7 
Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your 
works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. But the wisdom from above 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness 
is sown in peace for those who make peace. Those conflicts and disputes 
among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from your cravings 
that are at war within you? Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to 
you.  
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O Lord, draw near to us as we put our trust in you: help us to act in the kind 
of gentleness that is born of wisdom; may our hearts’ desire be for a harvest of 
righteousness sown in peace; in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  



Friday, September 8 
 
 
From Psalm 31 
In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; 
 deliver me in your righteousness. 
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
for you are my crag and my stronghold; 
 for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me. 
Into your hands I commend my spirit, 
 for you have redeemed me, O LORD, O God of truth. 
 
A Reading from the First Book of the Kings 11:31-37 
Ahijah the prophet then said to Jeroboam: Take for yourself ten pieces; for 
thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘See, I am about to tear the kingdom 
from the hand of Solomon, and will give you ten tribes. One tribe will remain 
his, for the sake of my servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city 
that I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel. This is because he 
has forsaken me, worshipped Astarte the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh 
the god of Moab, and Milcom the god of the Ammonites, and has not walked 
in my ways, doing what is right in my sight and keeping my statutes and my 
ordinances, as his father David did. Nevertheless, I will not take the whole 
kingdom away from him but will make him ruler all the days of his life, for 
the sake of my servant David whom I chose and who did keep my 
commandments and my statutes; but I will take the kingdom away from his 
son and give it to you—that is, the ten tribes. Yet to his son I will give one 
tribe, so that my servant David may always have a lamp before me in 
Jerusalem, the city where I have chosen to put my name. I will take you, and 
you shall reign over all that your soul desires; you shall be king over Israel. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
In you, O Lord, have we taken refuge: teach us to do what is right in your 
sight, keeping your commandments and your statutes; for you have redeemed 
us, O Lord, O God of truth. Amen. 



Saturday, September 9 – Constance and her Companions 
 
 
From Psalm 25 
Turn to me and have pity on me,  
 for I am left alone and in misery. 
The sorrows of my heart have increased;  
 bring me out of my troubles. 
Look upon my adversity and misery  
 and forgive me all my sin. 
Let integrity and uprightness preserve me,  
 for my hope has been in you. 
Deliver Israel, O God,  
 out of all our troubles. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of John 12:24-28 
Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those 
who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep 
it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there 
will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. “Now my 
soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, 
it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” 
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.” 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God of compassion, we praise you for the heroic witness of Constance and 
her companions, who, in a time of devastating illness, were steadfast in their 
care for the sick and dying: inspire in us a like love and commitment to those 
in need, following the example of Jesus Christ, to the glory of your name. 
Amen.  



Sunday, September 10 
 
 
From Psalm 119 
Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes,  
 and I shall keep it to the end. 
Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law;  
 I shall keep it with all my heart. 
Incline my heart to your decrees  
 and not to unjust gain. 
Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless;  
 give me life in your ways. 
Fulfill your promise to your servant,  
 which you make to those who fear you. 
Behold, I long for your commandments;  
 in your righteousness preserve my life. 
 
A Reading from the Letter to the Romans 13:8-10 
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and 
any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor 
as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling 
of the law. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect  
Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist 
the proud who confide in their own strength, so you never forsake those who 
make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

  



Monday, September 11 – Remembrance of the 9/11 Attacks 
 
 
From Psalm 122 
I was glad when they said to me, 
 “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
Now our feet are standing  
 within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem is built as a city  
 that is at unity with itself 
To which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 
 the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD. 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
 “May they prosper who love you. 
Peace be within your walls 
 and quietness within your towers.” 
 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 61:1-4 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the 
prisoners; to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance 
of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in 
Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called 
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. They 
shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O Almighty God, you bring good out of evil and turn even the wrath of your 
children towards your promise: pour out an abundant spirit of peace on all 
this world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Tuesday, September 12 
 
 
From Psalm 48 
Great is the LORD, and highly to be praised; 
 in the city of our God is the LORD’s holy hill. 
Beautiful and lofty, the joy of all the earth, is the hill of Zion, 
 the city of the great Sovereign and the very center of the world. 
God is in the citadels of Zion; 
 God is known to be its sure refuge. 
We have waited in silence on your loving-kindness, O God,  
 in the midst of your temple. 
Your praise, like your name, O God, reaches to the world’s end; 
 your right hand is full of justice. 
 
A Reading from the Letter to the Philippians 1:27-28 
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, 
whether I come and see you or am absent and hear about you, I will know 
that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind 
for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. 
For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this 
is God’s doing. 
  
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God of refuge and justice, we have waited on you in the midst of your temple: 
give us courage to stand firm in one spirit, side by side in faith; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



Wednesday, September 13 
 
 
From Psalm 49 
We can never ransom ourselves, 
 or deliver to God the price of our life; 
For the ransom of our life is so great, 
 that we should never have enough to pay it. 
But God will ransom my life 
 and snatch me from the grasp of death. 
 
A Reading from the First Book of the Kings 17:8-16 
Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah, saying, ‘Go now to Zarephath, 
which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there 
to feed you.’ So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate 
of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, 
‘Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.’ As she was going to 
bring it, he called to her and said, ‘Bring me a morsel of bread in your 
hand.’ But she said, ‘As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a 
handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple 
of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we 
may eat it, and die.’ Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be afraid; go and do as you 
have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and 
afterwards make something for yourself and your son. For thus says 
the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of 
oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth.’ She went 
and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for 
many days. The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, 
according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God of widows and prophets: teach us to trust again that you will provide a 
morsel of bread in our hand, a little water that we may drink; teach us to trust 
again that while we cannot ransom our own lives, you can, and will. Amen. 



Thursday, September 14 – Holy Cross Day 
 
 
From Psalm 98 
Sing to the LORD a new song, 
 for the LORD has done marvelous things. 
The right hand and the holy arm of the LORD 
 have secured the victory. 
The LORD has made known this victory 
 and has openly shown righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
The LORD remembers mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, 
 and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
 
A Reading from the Letter to the Philippians 2:5-11 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. Therefore 
God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, whose son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross that he 
might draw the whole world to himself: grant that we may have grace to take 
up our cross and follow him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 



Friday, September 15 
 
 
From Psalm 40 
I waited patiently upon you, O LORD; 
 you stooped to me and heard me cry, 
You put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; 
 many shall see and stand in awe, and put their trust in the LORD. 
Great things are they that you have done, O LORD my God! 
how great your wonders and your plans for us! 
 there is none who can be compared with you. 
Oh, that I could make them known and count them! 
 but they are more than I can count. 
 
A Reading from the First Book of the Kings 18:20, 36-39 
Elijah then came near to all the people, and said, ‘How long will you go 
limping with two different opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if 
Baal, then follow him.’ At the time of the offering of the oblation, the 
prophet Elijah came near and said, ‘O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, that I am your 
servant, and that I have done all these things at your bidding. Answer me, 
O Lord, answer me, so that this people may know that you, O Lord, are God, 
and that you have turned their hearts back.’ Then the fire of the Lord fell and 
consumed the burnt-offering, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and even 
licked up the water that was in the trench. When all the people saw it, they 
fell on their faces and said, ‘The Lord indeed is God; the Lord indeed is God.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O Lord, God of Abraham and Sarah and Hagar, God of Isaac and Rebecca, 
God of Jacob and Leah and Rachel: put a new song in our mouths, a song of 
praise to you; we praise you for your wonders and your plans for us, through 
Christ our Lord, who abides with you and the Holy Spirit in glory everlasting. 
Amen. 



Saturday, September 16 
 
 
From Psalm 55 
Hear my prayer, O God; 
 do not hide yourself from my petition. 
Listen to me and answer me; 
 I have no peace, because of my cares. 
I am shaken by the noise of the enemy 
 and by the pressure of the wicked; 
My heart quakes within me, 
 and the terrors of death have fallen upon me. 
 
A Reading from the First Book of the Kings 18: 
Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, ‘So may the gods do to me, 
and more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one of them by this 
time tomorrow.’ Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came 
to Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there. But he 
himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down 
under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: ‘It is enough; now, 
O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.’ Then he lay 
down under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him 
and said to him, ‘Get up and eat.’ He looked, and there at his head was a cake 
baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down 
again. The angel of the Lord came a second time, touched him, and said, ‘Get 
up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for you.’ He got up, and 
ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food for forty days and 
forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Hear our prayers, O God, when our hearts quake within us; send your angels 
to attend, that we might find strength for the journey that stretches before us; 
through Christ our Lord, who abides with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever. Amen. 



Sunday, September 17 – Hildegard  
 
 
From Psalm 104 
O Lord, how manifold are your works!  
 in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number,  
 creatures both small and great. 
There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan,  
 which you have made for the sport of it. 
All of them look to you  
 to give them their food in due season. 
You give it to them; they gather it;  
 you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;  
 I will praise my God while I have my being. 
 
A Reading from the Letter to the Colossians 3:14-17 
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; 
and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to 
God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God of all times and seasons: give us grace that we, following the example of 
Hildegard, may know and make known the joy of being part of your creation, 
and show forth your glory not only with our lips but in our lives; through 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 



Monday, September 18 
 
 
From Psalm 57 
Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God,  
 and your glory over all the earth. 
I will confess you among the peoples, O LORD; 
 I will sing praise to you among the nations. 
For your loving-kindness is greater than the heavens, 
 and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 
 
A Reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians 1:1-10 
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our 
brother Sosthenes, To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in 
every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and 
ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 
that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been 
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless 
on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called 
into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Now I appeal to you, 
brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 
should be in agreement and that there should be no divisions among you, but 
that you should be united in the same mind and the same purpose. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the grace that you have given us: 
strengthen us to the end, that by our words and in our lives we may show 
forth your glory over all the earth. Amen.  



Tuesday, September 19 
 
 
From Psalm 61 
Hear my cry, O God, 
 and listen to my prayer. 
I call upon you from the ends of the earth with heaviness in my heart; 
 set me upon the rock that is higher than I. 
For you have been my refuge, 
 a strong tower against the enemy. 
I will dwell in your house for ever; 
 I will take refuge under the cover of your wings. 
For you, O God, have heard my vows; 
 you have granted me the heritage of those who fear your name. 
 
A Reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians 1:20-25 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 
this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. For 
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those 
who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
 Lord Christ, you are the power and wisdom of God: give us refuge in you, 
and grant us the heritage of all who proclaim your name; for you abide in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



Wednesday, September 20 
 
 
From Psalm 119 
Your hands have made me and fashioned me; 
 give me understanding, that I may learn your commandments. 
Those who fear you will be glad when they see me, 
 because I trust in your word. 
Let your loving-kindness be my comfort, 
 as you have promised to your servant. 
Let your compassion come to me, that I may live, 
 for your law is my delight. 
Let my heart be sound in your statutes, 
 that I may not be put to shame. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 4:18-22 
As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for they were 
fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for 
people.’ Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from 
there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, 
in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called 
them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.  
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God of promise, your hands have made us: give us the grace to hear your call, 
and the courage to follow where you lead, trusting always in your word; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  



Thursday, September 21 – Matthew, Evangelist and Apostle 
 
 
From Psalm 119 
Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes,  
 and I shall keep it to the end. 
Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law;  
 I shall keep it with all my heart. 
Make me go in the path of your commandments,  
 for that is my desire. 
Incline my heart to your decrees  
 and not to unjust gain. 
Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless;  
 give me life in your ways. 
Behold, I long for your commandments;  
 in your righteousness preserve my life. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 9:9-13 
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax 
booth; and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him. 
And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came 
and were sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they 
said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 
sinners?” But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need 
of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire 
mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.” 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
We thank you, O God, for the witness of your apostle and evangelist Matthew 
to the good news of your son Jesus Christ; and we pray that we may follow his 
example, with hearts prepared to hear the calling of our God; through Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 



Friday, September 22 –  
Philander Chase, Bishop of Ohio and Illinois 
 
 
From Psalm 108 
My heart is firmly fixed, O God, my heart is fixed;  
 I will sing and make melody. 
I will confess you among the peoples, O Lord;  
 I will sing praises to you among the nations. 
For your loving-kindness is greater than the heavens,  
 and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 
Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God,  
 and your glory over all the earth. 
So that those who are dear to you may be delivered,  
 save with your right hand and answer me. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 9:1-6 
Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all 
demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom 
of God and to heal. He said to them, “Take nothing for your journey, no 
staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money-- not even an extra tunic. Whatever 
house you enter, stay there, and leave from there. Wherever they do not 
welcome you, as you are leaving that town shake the dust off your feet as a 
testimony against them.” They departed and went through the villages, 
bringing the good news and curing diseases everywhere. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, whose son Jesus is the pioneer and perfecter of our faith: we 
give you thanks for the pioneering spirit of your servant Philander Chase, and 
for his zeal in opening new frontiers for ministry; give us grace to minister in 
every place, led by bold witnesses to the good news of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 



 

Saturday, September 23 
 
 
Psalm 23 
The LORD is my shepherd; 
 I shall not be in want. 
You make me lie down in green pastures 
 and lead me beside still waters. 
You revive my soul 
 and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; 
 you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
 
A Reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians 4:4b-7 
It is the Lord who judges me. Therefore do not pronounce judgment before 
the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now 
hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one 
will receive commendation from God. I have applied all this to Apollos and 
myself for your benefit, brothers and sisters, so that you may learn through us 
the meaning of the saying, ‘Nothing beyond what is written’, so that none of 
you will be puffed up in favor of one against another. For who sees anything 
different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you 
received it, why do you boast as if it were not a gift? 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Lord our Shepherd, by your goodness and mercy, lead us from despair to 
hope; from fear to trust; from hate to love; for you are with us, and we will 
dwell in your house for ever. Amen.  



Sunday, September 24 
 
 
From Psalm 145 
I will exalt you, O God my King,  
 and bless your Name for ever and ever. 
Every day will I bless you  
 and praise your Name for ever and ever. 
Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;  
 there is no end to God’s greatness. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 20:1-2, 8-16 
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers 
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When evening came, 
the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give 
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When 
those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily 
wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but 
each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, 
they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one 
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the 
day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am 
doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take 
what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 
you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are 
you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will 
be last.” 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things 
heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are passing 
away, to hold fast to those that will endure; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



Monday, September 25 
 
 
From Psalm 80 
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
 shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
 stir up your strength and come to help us. 
Restore us, O God of hosts; 
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,  
 the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; 
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 
A Reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians 4:8-13a 
Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! Quite apart 
from us you have become kings! Indeed, I wish that you had become kings, so 
that we might be kings with you! For I think that God has exhibited us 
apostles as last of all, as though sentenced to death, because we have become a 
spectacle to the world, to angels and to mortals. We are fools for the sake of 
Christ, but you are wise in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are 
held in honor, but we in disrepute. To the present hour we are hungry and 
thirsty, we are poorly clothed and beaten and homeless, and we grow weary 
from the work of our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when persecuted, 
we endure; when slandered, we speak kindly. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Restore us, O God of hosts, that we may shine forth with your light: grant us 
your wisdom, your strength, your kindness, trusting that whatever honor we 
receive may reflect the brightness of your glory; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.



Tuesday, September 26  
 
 
From Psalm 78 
Hear my teaching, O my people; 
 incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
I will open my mouth in a parable; 
 I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 
That which we have heard and known,  
and what our ancestors have told us, 
 we will not hide from their children. 
We will recount to generations to come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, 
 and the wonderful works God has done. 
 
A Reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians 5:6-8 
Your boasting is not a good thing. Do you not know that a little yeast leavens 
the whole batch of dough? Clean out the old yeast so that you may be a new 
batch, as you really are unleavened. For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been 
sacrificed. Therefore, let us celebrate the festival, not with the old yeast, the 
yeast of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God the source of our inspiration: give us grace to hear your teaching, sharing 
your wonderful works and your praiseworthy deeds with generations to come, 
in the sincerity and truth that are your gift; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  



Wednesday, September 27	
 
 
From Psalm 82 
God arises in the council of heaven 
 and gives judgment in the midst of the gods: 
“How long will you judge unjustly, 
 and show favor to the wicked? 
Rescue the weak and the poor; 
 deliver them from the power of the wicked.” 
Arise, O God, and rule the earth, 
 for you shall take all nations for your own. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 5:38-48 
 ‘You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.” But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you 
on the right cheek, turn the other also; and if anyone wants to sue you and 
take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go one 
mile, go also the second mile. Give to everyone who begs from you, and do 
not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you. ‘You have heard that it was 
said, “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” But I say to you, 
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be 
children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if 
you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax-
collectors do the same? And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what 
more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be 
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O Holy Spirit, fill our hearts with your grace: let our suspicions disappear, and 
let hatred cease; as our divisions heal, may we abide in justice and peace, a 
living testament to your glory, which will endure for ever. Amen. 
 



Thursday, September 28 
 
 
From Psalm 85 
Show us your mercy, O LORD,  
 and grant us your salvation. 
I will listen, O LORD God, to what you are saying, 
 for you are speaking peace to your faithful people 
 and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
Mercy and truth have met together;  
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
Truth shall spring up from the earth, 
 and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
Righteousness shall go before you, 
 and peace shall be a pathway for your feet. 
 
A Reading from the Letter to the Corinthians 6:12, 19-20 
‘All things are lawful for me’, but not all things are beneficial. ‘All things are 
lawful for me’, but I will not be dominated by anything. Or do you not know 
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from 
God, and that you are not your own? For you were bought with a price; 
therefore glorify God in your body.  
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O Lord, you have made us a temple for yourself: turn our hearts to you; 
toward mercy and truth, toward righteousness and peace; through Jesus 
Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.



Friday, September 29 – St. Michael and All Angels 
 
 
From Psalm 103 
The LORD has set up a throne in heaven, 
 and the sovereignty of the LORD has dominion over all. 
Bless the LORD, you holy angels, you mighty ones who do God’s bidding, 
 and hearken to the voice of God’s word. 
Bless the LORD, all you holy hosts, 
 you holy ministers who do God’s will. 
Bless the LORD, all you works of God, in all places of God’s dominion; 
 bless the LORD, O my soul. 
 
A Reading from the Revelation to John 12:7-12 
War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. 
The dragon and his angels fought back, but they were defeated, and there was 
no longer any place for them in heaven. The great dragon was thrown down, 
that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the 
whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown 
down with him. Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming, “Now have 
come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the 
authority of his Messiah, for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown 
down, who accuses them day and night before our God. But they have 
conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, 
for they did not cling to life even in the face of death. Rejoice then, you 
heavens and those who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, 
for the devil has come down to you with great wrath, because he knows that 
his time is short!” 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, you have created both angels and mortals: mercifully grant 
that, as your holy angels worship you in heaven, so they may defend us here 
on earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



Saturday, September 30 
 
 
From Psalm 90 
LORD, you have been our refuge 
 from one generation to another. 
Before the mountains were brought forth,  
or the land and the earth were born, 
 from age to age you are God. 
So teach us to number our days 
 that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 
Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 
 so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 
May the graciousness of the LORD our God be upon us; 
 prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 6:19-24 
‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. ‘The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole 
body will be full of light; but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be 
full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 
‘No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the 
other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 
and wealth. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Give us grace to apply our hearts to your wisdom, O Lord, that we may find 
our treasure in you: prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork. 
Amen.



  



Prayers  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
    and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  
    hallowed be your Name,  
    your kingdom come,  
    your will be done,  
        on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
    as we forgive those  
        who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
    and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
    and the glory are yours,  
    now and for ever. Amen. 

  
A Prayer for Grace at Meals 
Almighty God: you give us seed to sow, and bread to eat; make us thankful for 
all we have received, and make us ready to do those generous things which 
supply your people’s needs; so all the world may give you thanks and glory. 
Amen. 
 
A Prayer at the Beginning of the Day 
This is another day, O Lord. I do not know what it will bring, but make me 
ready, Lord, for whatever it may be. If I am to stand up, help me to stand 
bravely. If I am to sit still, help me to sit quietly. If I am to lie low, help me to 
do it patiently. And if I am to do nothing, let me do it graciously. Make these 
words more than words, and give me the Spirit of Jesus. Amen. 
 
A Prayer At the End of the Day 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, 
and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; 
give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, 
shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 



This compilation of scripture and prayer draws on, and adapts from, a 
number of resources: The Holy Bible – NRSV, The Book of Common Prayer, 
Enriching Our Worship, The New Zealand Book of Common Prayer, A Psalter for the 
Christian People, The Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship, Opening Prayers: 
Collects in Contemporary Language, and To Bless the Space Between Us: A Book of 
Blessings 
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