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Welcome to this booklet of Common Prayer. 
 
On each page, you will find passages of scripture appointed for that day, a 
space to offer your own prayers for yourself and for others, an invitation to 
pray the Lord’s Prayer, and a prayer that may reflect the readings, known as 
a collect because it “collects” our prayers. 
 
This month’s booklet happens to include a number of saints. The church 
celebrates the lives of these folks because of their faithful witness. Jonathan 
Myrick Daniels protected the life of Ruby Sales, a 17-year-old African-
American woman, during the Civil Rights struggle. His act of courage 
would come at the cost of his own life. Mary and Martha of Bethany were 
friends to Jesus; their feast day happens to correspond to the same day that 
women were first ordained to the priesthood. At a time of Christian 
persecution in the early church, when the deacon Laurence was 
commanded to gather the treasures of the church, he pointed to the poor 
and the suffering and said, “these are the treasures of the church.”  
 
The witness of those who have gone before us give us images of how they 
lived their faith, and an invitation to consider how we live our own. As you 
pray through the days, I hope you’ll want to learn more about them, and 
also about how you discern God’s call in your life. 
 
Please use these booklets, and share them. Thanks to a generous gift, we 
have the resources to make additional copies and mail them to whoever 
might find one helpful to their life of faith. Would you like to receive a 
booklet by mail, or share one with someone? Contact me with their names 
and mailing information: kristin.white@staschurch.org.  
 
Blessings on you all. Thanks for praying. 
 
In Christ, 
Kristin+ 

  



Sunday, July 23 
 
 
From Psalm 139 
LORD, you have searched me out and known me; 
 you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
 you discern my thoughts from afar. 
You trace my journeys and my resting-places 
 and are acquainted with all my ways. 
Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 
 but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 
For you yourself created my inmost parts; 
 you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 
 your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 
 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis  
Jacob came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, because the sun 
had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and 
lay down in that place. And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the 
earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending 
and descending on it. And the Lord stood beside him and said, “I am 
the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on 
which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall 
be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to 
the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and 
will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will 
not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
We thank you, O God, that we are marvelously made: be with us and keep us 
wherever we go, until you bring us back to yourself, as you have promised. 
Amen.  



Monday, July 24 
 
 
From Psalm 41 
The LORD preserves the needy and keeps them alive, 
so that they may be happy in the land; 
 the LORD does not hand them over to the will of their enemies. 
All my enemies whisper together about me 
 and devise evil against me. 
Even my best friend, whom I trusted, who broke bread with me, 
 has scorned me and turned against me. 
In my integrity you hold me fast, 
 and shall set me before your face for ever. 
 
A Reading from the First Book of Samuel 24:4-10 
The men of David said to him, ‘Here is the day of which the Lord said to you, 
“I will give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it seems 
good to you.” ’ Then David went and stealthily cut off a corner of Saul’s 
cloak. Afterwards David was stricken to the heart because he had cut off a 
corner of Saul’s cloak. He said to his men, ‘The Lord forbid that I should do 
this thing to my lord, the Lord’s anointed, to raise my hand against him; for 
he is the Lord’s anointed.’ So David scolded his men severely and did not 
permit them to attack Saul. Then Saul got up and left the cave, and went on 
his way. Afterwards David also rose up and went out of the cave and called 
after Saul, ‘My lord the king!’ When Saul looked behind him, David bowed 
with his face to the ground, and did obeisance. David said to Saul, ‘Why do 
you listen to the words of those who say, “David seeks to do you harm”? This 
very day your eyes have seen how the Lord gave you into my hand in the cave; 
and some urged me to kill you, but I spared you.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Gracious God, hold us fast, even as our enemies seek to do us harm; protect 
us when those we have trusted scorn us and turn away; set us before your face, 
and preserve our lives; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Tuesday, July 25 – St. James the Apostle 
 
 
From Psalm 7 
O LORD my God, I take refuge in you; 
 save and deliver me from all who pursue me; 
Stand up, O LORD, in your wrath; 
 rise up against the fury of my enemies. 
Awake, O my God, decree justice; 
 let the assembly of the peoples gather around you. 
Let the malice of the wicked come to an end, but establish the righteous; 
 for you test the mind and heart, O righteous God. 
I will bear witness that the LORD is righteous; 
 I will praise the name of the LORD most high. 
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 11:27-12:3 
At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them 
named Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a 
severe famine over all the world; and this took place during the reign of 
Claudius. The disciples determined that according to their ability, each would 
send relief to the believers living in Judea; this they did, sending it to the 
elders by Barnabas and Saul. About that time King Herod laid violent hands 
upon some who belonged to the church. He had James, the brother of John, 
killed with the sword. After he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to 
arrest Peter also. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, we remember today your apostle James, first among the disciples to 
suffer as martyr for the name of Christ: pour out upon the leaders of your 
church that spirit of self-denying service by which alone they may have true 
authority among your people; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
  



Wednesday, July 26 
 
 
From Psalm 119 
Remember your word to your servant, 
 because you have given me hope. 
This is my comfort in my trouble, 
 that your promise gives me life. 
The proud have derided me cruelly, 
 but I have not turned from your law. 
When I remember your judgments of old, 
 O LORD, I take great comfort. 
Your statutes have been like songs to me 
 wherever I have lived as a stranger. 
This is how it has been with me, 
 because I have kept your commandments. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 4:35-40 
On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, ‘Let us go across to the 
other side.’ And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the 
boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. A great gale arose, and the 
waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. But he 
was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to 
him, ‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ He woke up and 
rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ Then the wind ceased, 
and there was a dead calm. He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid? Have you 
still no faith?’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Holy God, give us faith to live without fear when it seems we are in danger, 
trusting always that you will bring us safely across to the other side; through 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever. Amen. 



Thursday, July 27  
 
 
From Psalm 50 
The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken 
 and has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 
Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, 
 God shines forth in glory. 
Our God will come and will not keep silence; 
 before God there is a consuming flame,  
 and round about a raging storm. 
God calls the heavens and the earth from above 
 to witness the judgment of the chosen people. 
Let the heavens declare the rightness of God’s cause; 
 for it is God who is judge. 
Hear, O my people, and I will speak: 
 “O Israel, I will bear witness against you; 
 for I am God, your God. 
Whoever offers me the sacrifice of thanksgiving honors me; 
 but to those who keep in my way will I show the salvation of God.” 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 5:2, 6-8 
A man out of the tombs with an unclean spirit met Jesus. When he saw Jesus 
from a distance, he ran and bowed down before him; and he shouted at the 
top of his voice, ‘What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.’ For he had said to him, 
‘Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Come to us, O God, and do not keep silence: keep us in your way, as we offer 
sacrifices of thanksgiving; and in your time, show us your salvation; this we 
pray through Jesus Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  



Friday, July 28 
 
 
From Psalm 40 
I waited patiently upon you, O LORD; 
 you stooped to me and heard me cry. 
You lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay; 
 you set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure. 
You put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; 
 many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the LORD. 
Happy are they who trust in the LORD! 
 they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods. 
Great things are they that you have done, O LORD my God! 
how great your wonders and your plans for us! 
 there is none who can be compared with you. 
Oh ,that I could make them known and tell them! 
 but they are more than I can count. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 5:25-29 
And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. Now there was a 
woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years. She had 
endured much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had; and 
she was no better, but rather grew worse. She had heard about Jesus, and 
came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, for she said, ‘If I but 
touch his clothes, I will be made well.’ Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; 
and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
May God the Creator bless us, God the Redeemer heal us, God the Holy 
Spirit give us strength; may God the holy and undivided Trinity guard our 
bodies, save our souls, and bring us safely to that heavenly country where God 
abides, for ever and ever. Amen.



Saturday, July 29 – Mary and Martha of Bethany,  
and the First Women Ordained to the Priesthood 
 
 
From Psalm 36 
Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens,  
 and your faithfulness to the clouds. 
Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,  
 your justice like the great deep;   
 you save humans and beasts alike, O Lord. 
They feast upon the abundance of your house;   
 you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
For with you is the well of life,   
 and in your light we see light. 
Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you,  
 and your favor to those who are true of heart. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 10:38-42 
Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman 
named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister named Mary, 
who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. But Martha was 
distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, ‘Lord, do you not 
care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell her then to 
help me.’ But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and 
distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen 
the better part, which will not be taken away from her.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, whose son Jesus enjoyed the friendship and hospitality of Mary and 
Martha, and welcomed the ministry of women: open our hearts to love you, 
our ears to hear you, and our hands to welcome and serve you in others, 
through Christ our risen Lord. Amen. 
 



Sunday, July 30 – William Wilberforce 
 
 
From Psalm 112 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright;  
 the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 
It is good for them to be generous in lending  
 and to manage their affairs with justice. 
For they will never be shaken;  
 the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 
They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;  
 their heart is right; they put their trust in the Lord. 
They have given freely to the poor,  
 and their righteousness stands fast for ever; 
 they will hold up their head with honor. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 9:33-37, 42 
Jesus and his disciples came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he 
asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” But they were silent, 
for on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. He sat 
down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be 
last of all and servant of all.” Then he took a little child and put it among 
them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one 
such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
not me but the one who sent me.” “If any of you put a stumbling block before 
one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great 
millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea.” 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, give us grace to follow the example of your servant William 
Wilberforce, by defending the poor and maintaining the cause of those who 
have no helper; for the sake of the one who gave his life for us, your son Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen. 



 

Monday, July 31 
 
 
From Psalm 57 
Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful, for I have taken refuge in you; 
 in the shadow of your wings will I take refuge 
 until this time of trouble has gone by. 
I will call upon you, O Most High God, 
 the God who maintains my cause. 
You will send from heaven and save me; 
you will confound those who trample upon me; 
 O God, you will send forth your love and your faithfulness. 
Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, 
 and your glory over all the earth. 
My heart is firmly fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; 
 I will sing and make melody. 
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 15:36, 16:4-5 
After some days Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Come, let us return and visit the 
believers in every city where we proclaimed the word of the Lord and see how 
they are doing.’ As they went from town to town, they delivered to them for 
observance the decisions that had been reached by the apostles and elders 
who were in Jerusalem. So the churches were strengthened in the faith and 
increased in numbers daily.  
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Strengthen your church, O God, with the good news that we have to share; 
give us grace to proclaim you word, and courage to venture into new places, 
trusting that you will maintain our cause, and will offer us refuge and mercy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



Tuesday, August 1 – Joseph of Arimathaea 
 
 
From Psalm 16 
O Lord, you are my portion and my cup;  
 it is you who uphold my lot. 
I have set the Lord always before me;  
 because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;  
 my body also shall rest in hope. 
For you will not abandon me to the grave,  
 nor let your holy one see the Pit. 
You will show me the path of life;  
 in your presence there is fullness of joy, 
 and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 23:50-56 
Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a 
member of the council, had not agreed to their plan and action. He came 
from the Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the 
kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 
Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-hewn 
tomb where no one had ever been laid. It was the day of Preparation, and the 
sabbath was beginning. The women who had come with him from Galilee 
followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid. Then they 
returned, and prepared spices and ointments. On the sabbath they rested 
according to the commandment. 
 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Merciful God, your servant Joseph of Arimathaea prepared the body of our 
Lord Jesus Christ for burial, and laid it in his own tomb: give us grace to love 
and serve Jesus with sincere devotion throughout our lives. Amen.



Wednesday, August 2 
 
 
From Psalm 119 
Your hands have made me and fashioned me; 
 give me understanding, that I may learn your commandments. 
Those who fear you will be glad when they see me, 
 because I trust in your word. 
Let your loving-kindness be my comfort, 
 as you have promised to your servant. 
Let your compassion come to me, that I may live, 
 for your law is my delight. 
My soul has longed for your salvation; 
 I have put my hope in your word.  
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 6:47-51 
When evening came, the boat was out on the lake, and he was alone on the 
land. When he saw that they were straining at the oars against an adverse 
wind, he came towards them early in the morning, walking on the lake. He 
intended to pass them by. But when they saw him walking on the lake, they 
thought it was a ghost and cried out; for they all saw him and were terrified. 
But immediately he spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not be 
afraid.’ Then he got into the boat with them and the wind ceased. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Comfort us, O God, with your compassion and loving-kindness, that we may 
take heart and hear your call again: ‘Do not be afraid,’ through Christ our 
Lord, who abides with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



Thursday, August 3 
 
 
From Psalm 71 
In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; 
 let me never be ashamed. 
In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free; 
 incline your ear to me and save me. 
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; 
 you are my crag and my stronghold. 
Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, 
 from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor. 
For you are my hope, O Lord GOD, 
 my confidence since I was young. 
God, be not far from me; 
 come quickly to help me, O my God. 
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 16:25-31 
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and 
the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was an earthquake, so 
violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all 
the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. When the 
jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and 
was about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had 
escaped. But Paul shouted in a loud voice, ‘Do not harm yourself, for we are 
all here.’ The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling 
before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them outside and said, ‘Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?’ They answered, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you 
will be saved, you and your household.’  
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O Lord, give us grace to find our refuge in you, our hope and our confidence; 
through Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 
in glory everlasting. Amen.  



Friday, August 4 
 
 
From Psalm 69 
I will praise the name of God in song; 
 I will proclaim the greatness of the LORD with thanksgiving. 
This will please the LORD more than an offering of oxen, 
 more than bullocks with horns and hoofs. 
The afflicted shall see and be glad; 
 you who seek God, your heart shall live. 
For the LORD listens to the needy 
 and does not despise those who are in prison. 
Let the heavens and the earth give praise, 
 the seas and all that moves in them; 
For God will save Zion and rebuild the cities of Judah; 
 they shall live there and have it in possession. 
 
A Reading from the Second Book of Samuel 5:1-4 
Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, ‘Look, we are 
your bone and flesh. For some time, while Saul was king over us, it was you 
who led out Israel and brought it in. The Lord said to you: It is you who shall 
be shepherd of my people Israel, you who shall be ruler over Israel.’ So all the 
elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron; and King David made a covenant 
with them at Hebron before the Lord, and they anointed David king over 
Israel. David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned for 
forty years. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God of promise: restore our cities and nations, that all your beloved may have 
homes where they belong; call forth leaders who will guide us according to 
your covenant, shepherds to protect and care for those who are vulnerable; 
and so shall our hearts live, and so shall we praise your name. Amen. 



Saturday, August 5 
 
 
From Psalm 23 
The LORD is my shepherd; 
 I shall not be in want. 
You make me lie down in green pastures 
 and lead me beside still waters. 
You revive my soul 
 and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; 
 you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 8:1-8 
In those days when there was again a great crowd without anything to eat, he 
called his disciples and said to them, ‘I have compassion for the crowd, 
because they have been with me now for three days and have nothing to eat. If 
I send them away hungry to their homes, they will faint on the way—and some 
of them have come from a great distance.’ His disciples replied, ‘How can one 
feed these people with bread here in the desert?’ He asked them, ‘How many 
loaves do you have?’ They said, ‘Seven.’ Then he ordered the crowd to sit 
down on the ground; and he took the seven loaves, and after giving thanks he 
broke them and gave them to his disciples to distribute; and they distributed 
them to the crowd. They had also a few small fish; and after blessing them, he 
ordered that these too should be distributed. They ate and were filled; and 
they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, you alone can satisfy our deepest hunger: spread your table before us, 
showing us always that we will find our sufficiency in you; this we pray 
through Christ, in the abundance of the Spirit. Amen.  



Sunday, August 6 – The Transfiguration of our Lord 
 
 
From Psalm 99 
Proclaim the greatness of the LORD our God, 
 and fall down before the footstool of the Holy One. 
Moses and Aaron among your priests,  
and Samuel among those who call upon your name, 
 they called upon you, O LORD, and you answered them. 
You spoke to them out of the pillar of cloud; 
 they kept your testimonies and the decree that you gave them. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 9:28-36 
Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain 
to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and 
his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and 
Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his 
departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his 
companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, 
they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were 
leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us 
make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah” —not 
knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and 
overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then 
from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to 
him!” When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept 
silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect  
God of glory, it is good for us to be here: reveal your son to us now, in the 
message of the prophets and the witness of the apostles, that we may hear his 
voice and receive him in faith; we pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



Monday, August 7 
 
 
From Psalm 77 
Your way, O God, is holy; 
 who is so great a god as our God? 
You are the God who works wonders 
 and have declared your power among the peoples. 
By your strength you have redeemed your people, 
 the children of Jacob and Joseph. 
You led your people like a flock 
 by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 8:14-21 
Now the disciples had forgotten to bring any bread; and they had only one 
loaf with them in the boat. And he cautioned them, saying, ‘Watch out—
beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.’ They said to one 
another, ‘It is because we have no bread.’ And becoming aware of it, Jesus said 
to them, ‘Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you still not 
perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes, and fail 
to see? Do you have ears, and fail to hear? And do you not remember? When I 
broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken 
pieces did you collect?’ They said to him, ‘Twelve.’ ‘And the seven for the four 
thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?’ And they 
said to him, ‘Seven.’ Then he said to them, ‘Do you not yet understand?’  
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God who works wonders: lead us to trust in your power and strength, to 
remember the miracles you have done, to know that your abundance is for us; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Tuesday, August 8 – Dominic, Priest and Friar 
 
 
From Psalm 112 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright;  
 the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 
It is good for them to be generous in lending  
 and to manage their affairs with justice. 
For they will never be shaken;  
 the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 
They will not be afraid of any evil rumors;  
 their heart is right; they put their trust in the Lord. 
Their heart is established and will not shrink,  
 until they see their desire upon their enemies. 
They have given freely to the poor,  
 and their righteousness stands fast for ever; 
 they will hold up their head with honor. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of John 7:16-18 
Then Jesus answered, “My teaching is not mine but his who sent me. Anyone 
who resolves to do the will of God will know whether the teaching is from 
God or whether I am speaking on my own. Those who speak on their own 
seek their own glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is 
true, and there is nothing false in him.” 
  
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, your servant Dominic grew in knowledge of your truth and 
formed an order of preachers to proclaim the good news of Christ: give to all 
your people a hunger for your word and a longing to share the gospel, that the 
world may know you as you are revealed in your son Jesus Christ; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever. Amen. 



Wednesday, August 9 
 
 
From Psalm 81 
Sing with joy to God our strength 
 and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob. 
Raise a song and sound the timbrel, 
 the merry harp, and the lyre. 
Hear, O my people, and I will admonish you; 
 O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 
I am the LORD your God, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt and said, 
 ‘Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.’ 
And yet my people did not hear my voice, 
 and Israel would not obey me. 
Oh, that my people would listen to me! 
 that Israel would walk in my ways! 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 8:34-37 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what 
will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what 
can they give in return for their life? 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Give us grace, O Christ, to take up our cross and follow you: help us to listen 
for your voice and to walk in your ways; in losing ourselves in you, may we 
find our path of salvation. Amen. 



Thursday, August 10 – Laurence, Deacon and Martyr 
 
 
From Psalm 126 
When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,  
 then were we like those who dream. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,  
 and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
Then they said among the nations,  
 "The Lord has done great things for them." 
Those who sowed with tears  
 will reap with songs of joy. 
Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed,  
 will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
 
A Reading from Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians 9:6-10 
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the 
one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as 
you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in 
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share 
abundantly in every good work. As it is written, 
 “He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; 
 his righteousness endures for ever.” 
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and 
multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, grant that we, following the example of Laurence, your deacon 
and martyr, may fulfill your commandments by defending and supporting the 
poor, and by loving you with all our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 



Friday, August 11 – Clare of Assisi 
 
 
From Psalm 63 
O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you;  
 my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, 
 as in a barren and dry land where there is no water. 
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place,  
 that I might behold your power and your glory. 
So will I bless you as long as I live  
 and lift up my hands in your name. 
For you have been my helper,  
 and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice. 
My soul clings to you;  
 your right hand holds me fast. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 12:32-37 
Jesus said to his disciples, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. 
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also. “Be dressed for action and have your 
lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to return from the 
wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he 
comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when 
he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to 
eat, and he will come and serve them.” 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, whose son became poor that through his poverty we might be rich: 
inspire us by the devotion of your servant Clare, that we may serve you with 
singleness of heart, and one day find the glory of the age to come; through 
Christ our Lord, who abides for ever with you and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  



Saturday, August 12 – Florence Nightingale 
 
 
From Psalm 73 
By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept, 
 when we remembered you, O Zion. 
As for our harps, we hung them up 
 on the trees in the midst of that land. 
For those who led us away captive asked us for a song, 
and our oppressors called for mirth: 
 “Sing us one of the songs of Zion.” 
How shall we sing the LORD’s song 
 upon an alien soil? 
If I forget you, O Jerusalem, 
 let my right hand forget its skill. 
Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember you, 
 if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest joy. 
 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 58:6-9 
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the 
thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it 
not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into 
your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself 
from your own kin? Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your 
healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory 
of the Lord shall be your rearguard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will 
answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, you alone have power over life and death, health and sickness: give 
strength, courage, wisdom, and kindness to those who follow where Florence 
Nightingale has led, that they, bearing your presence with them, may bless as 
well as heal, and shine as lanterns of hope in the darkest hours of pain and 
fear; through Jesus Christ, healer of body and soul. Amen. 



Sunday, August 13 
 
 
From Psalm 85 
I will listen, O LORD God, to what you are saying, 
 for you are speaking peace to your faithful people 
 and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
 that your glory may dwell in our land. 
Mercy and truth have met together; 
 righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
Truth shall spring up from the earth, 
 and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
Righteousness shall go before you, 
 and peace shall be a pathway for your feet. 
 
A Reading from the Letter to the Romans 10:5-8 
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that ‘the 
person who does these things will live by them.’ But the righteousness that 
comes from faith says, ‘Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into 
heaven?” ’ (that is, to bring Christ down) ‘or “Who will descend into the 
abyss?” ’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).But what does it say? 
 ‘The word is near you, 
    on your lips and in your heart.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God of all power: when your church is in danger, make our trust firm; when 
your people falter, steady our hearts; show us in Jesus your power to save, that 
we may proclaim him as Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 



Monday, August 14 – Jonathan Myrick Daniels 
 
 
From Proverbs 4 
My child, be attentive to my words; incline your ear to my sayings. Do not let 
them escape from your sight; keep them within your heart. For they are life to 
those who find them, and healing to all their flesh. Keep your heart with all 
vigilance, for from it flows the springs of life. Put away from you crooked 
speech, and put devious talk far from you. Let your eyes look directly 
forwards, and your gaze be straight before you. Keep straight the path of your 
feet, and all your ways will be sure. Do not swerve to the right or to the left; 
turn your foot away from evil. 
 
A Reading from the Letter to the Galatians 3:22-28 
The scripture has imprisoned all things under the power of sin, so that what 
was promised through faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who 
believe. Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the 
law until faith would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian 
until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith 
has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you 
are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into 
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, 
there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of 
you are one in Christ Jesus. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God of justice and compassion, you put down the proud from their place, 
and lift up the poor and afflicted: we give thanks for your faithful witness 
Jonathan Myrick Daniels, who, in the midst of injustice and violence, risked 
and gave his life for another; we pray that we, like him, may make no peace 
with oppression; through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  



Tuesday, August 15 – Mary, Mother of God 
 
 
From Psalm 34 
Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord;  
 let us exalt his Name together. 
I sought the Lord, and he answered me   
 and delivered me out of all my terror. 
Look upon him and be radiant,  
 and let not your faces be ashamed. 
I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me  
 and saved me from all my troubles. 
The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him,  
 and he will deliver them. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good;  
 happy are they who trust in him! 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 1:46-55 
Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, 
from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done 
great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him 
from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has 
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the 
powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry 
with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant 
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our 
ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever." 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Faithful to your promise, O God, you have lifted up the lowly: grant that, like 
Mary, Mother of God, your church may bear Christ to the world, and come to 
share in his glory; through Jesus Christ, who abides with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever. Amen. 



Wednesday, August 16 
 
 
From Psalm 101 
I will sing of mercy and justice; 
 to you, O LORD, will I sing praises. 
I will strive to follow a blameless course; oh, when will you come to me? 
 I will walk with sincerity of heart within my house. 
I will set no worthless thing before my eyes; 
 I hate the doers of evil deeds; they shall not remain with me. 
A crooked heart shall be far from me; 
 I will not know evil. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 10:17-22 
As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and 
asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ Jesus said 
to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know 
the commandments: “You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; 
You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; 
Honor your father and mother.” ’ He said to him, ‘Teacher, I have kept all 
these since my youth.’ Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, ‘You lack 
one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’ When he heard this, he 
was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Gracious God, source of our deepest desires and the answer to them: protect 
us from the lure of wealth; move our hearts to seek first your kingdom, that 
we may find the security and joy of those who place their trust in you; through 
Jesus Christ, in whom all our prayers are complete. Amen. 
  



Thursday, August 17 
 
 
From Psalm 105 
Give thanks to the LORD and call upon God’s name; 
 make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. 
Sing to the LORD, sing praises, 
 and speak of all God’s marvelous works. 
Glory in God’s holy name; 
 let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 
Search for the LORD and the strength of the LORD; 
 continually seek the face of God. 
Remember the marvels God has done, 
 the wonders and the judgments of God’s mouth. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 10:42-44 
Jesus called them and said to them, ‘You know that among the Gentiles those 
whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are 
tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become 
great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among 
you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’  
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, you revealed your love in the person of Jesus, who served and fed and 
cared for those in need: give us joy in humble service, that as we sing your 
praises and speak of your marvelous works, we may always find our glory in 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.	
  



Friday, August 18 – William Porcher DuBose 
 
 
From Psalm 37 
Put your trust in the LORD and do good; 
 dwell in the land and feed on its riches. 
Take delight in the LORD, 
 who shall give you your heart’s desire. 
Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, 
 who will bring it to pass. 
The LORD will make your righteousness as clear as the light 
 and your just dealing as the noonday. 
The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, 
 and their tongue speaks what is right. 
The law of their God is in their heart, 
 and their footsteps shall not falter. 
 
A Reading from the Second Letter to Timothy 1:11-14 
For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, and for 
this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know the one in 
whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that 
day what I have entrusted to him. Hold to the standard of sound teaching 
that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit 
living in us. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Gracious God, you have placed forever before our eyes the manifestation of 
your love: remind us that we do not need to ascend to heaven or descend to 
the abyss to find your Christ; because he is always with us, near us, and in us; 
call us again to live in the trust of his presence, which is your promise. Amen.  



Saturday, August 19 
 
 
From Psalm 33 
Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous; 
 it is good for the just to sing praises. 
Praise the LORD with the harp; 
 play upon the psaltery and lyre. 
Sing for the LORD a new song; 
 sound a fanfare with all your skill upon the trumpet. 
For your word, O LORD, is right, 
 and all your works are sure. 
You love righteousness and justice; 
 your loving-kindness, O LORD, fills the whole earth. 
 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 22: 
But when they had tied him up with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who 
was standing by, ‘Is it legal for you to flog a Roman citizen who is 
uncondemned?’ When the centurion heard that, he went to the tribune and 
said to him, ‘What are you about to do? This man is a Roman citizen.’ The 
tribune came and asked Paul, ‘Tell me, are you a Roman citizen?’ And he said, 
‘Yes.’ The tribune answered, ‘It cost me a large sum of money to get my 
citizenship.’ Paul said, ‘But I was born a citizen.’ Immediately those who were 
about to examine him drew back from him; and the tribune also was afraid, 
for he realized that Paul was a Roman citizen and that he had bound him. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God of righteousness and justice, your loving-kindness fills the whole earth: 
call us again to care for the stranger, remembering that we were strangers too; 
call us always to know that we belong to each other, that we are citizens of 
your household; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  



Sunday, August 20 – Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux 
 
 
From Psalm 19 
The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul;  
 the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent. 
The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart;  
 the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever;  
 the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold,  
 sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. 
By them also is your servant enlightened,  
 and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of John 15:7-11 
Jesus said, "If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever 
you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you 
bear much fruit and become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I 
have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in 
his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy may be complete." 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, by whose grace your servant Bernard of Clairvaux, kindled with the 
flame of your love, became a burning and a shining light in your church: 
grant that we also may be aflame with the spirit of love and discipline, and 
walk before you as children of light; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
  



Monday, August 21 
 
 
From Psalm 106 
Hallelujah! Give thanks to the LORD, who is good, 
 whose mercy endures for ever. 
Can anyone declare the mighty acts of the LORD 
 or show forth all God’s praise? 
Happy are those who act with justice 
 and always do what is right! 
Remember me, O LORD, with the favor you have for your people, 
 and visit me with your saving help; 
That I may see the prosperity of your elect  
and be glad with the gladness of your people, 
 that I may glory with your inheritance. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 11:12-26 
In the morning as they passed by, they saw the fig tree withered away to its 
roots. Then Peter remembered and said to him, ‘Rabbi, look! The fig tree that 
you cursed has withered.’ Jesus answered them, ‘Have faith in God. Truly I 
tell you, if you say to this mountain, “Be taken up and thrown into the sea”, 
and if you do not doubt in your heart, but believe that what you say will come 
to pass, it will be done for you. So I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, 
believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. ‘Whenever you stand 
praying, forgive, if you have anything against anyone; so that your Father in 
heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.’  
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God of mercy, visit us with your saving help, and remember us with your 
favor: in our prayers and in our actions, give us courage to believe and to 
forgive, that we may be glad with the gladness of your people, and may glory 
with your inheritance of grace; through Christ our Lord, who abides with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever. Amen. 



Tuesday, August 22  
 
 
From Psalm 121 
I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
 from where is my help to come? 
My help comes from the LORD, 
 the maker of heaven and earth. 
The LORD will not let your foot be moved, 
 and the One who watches over you will not fall asleep. 
It is the LORD who watches over you; 
 the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 
The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; 
 the LORD shall keep you safe. 
The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in,  
 from this time forth for evermore. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 11:27-12:12 
Again they came to Jerusalem. As he was walking in the temple, the chief 
priests, the scribes, and the elders came to him and said, ‘By what authority 
are you doing these things? Who gave you this authority to do them?’ Jesus 
said to them, ‘I will ask you one question; answer me, and I will tell you by 
what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, 
or was it of human origin? Answer me.’ They argued with one another, ‘If we 
say, “From heaven”, he will say, “Why then did you not believe him?” But 
shall we say, “Of human origin”?’—they were afraid of the crowd, for all 
regarded John as truly a prophet. So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ 
And Jesus said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Holy God, preserve us from all evil; watch over our going out and our coming 
in; keep us safe, for evermore. Amen. 



Wednesday, August 23 – Martin de Porres, Witness to Faith	
 
 
From Psalm 9 
The Lord will be a refuge for the oppressed,  
 a refuge in time of trouble. 
Those who know your Name will put their trust in you,  
 for you never forsake those who seek you, O Lord. 
Sing praise to the Lord who dwells in Zion;  
 proclaim to the peoples the things he has done. 
The Avenger of blood will remember them;  
 he will not forget the cry of the afflicted. 
Have pity on me, O Lord;  
 see the misery I suffer from those who hate me, 
 O you who lift me up from the gate of death; 
So that I may tell of all your praises and rejoice in your salvation  
 in the gates of the city of Zion. 
 
A Reading from the Book of Sirach 7:32-36 
Stretch out your hand to the poor, 
so that your blessing may be complete. 
Give graciously to all the living; 
do not withhold kindness even from the dead. 
Do not avoid those who weep, 
but mourn with those who mourn. 
Do not hesitate to visit the sick, 
because for such deeds you will be loved. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Merciful God, you sent your gospel to the people of Peru through Martin de 
Porres, who brought its comfort to slaves: help us to follow his example in 
bringing your grace fearlessly to all outcast people, that your church may be 
renewed with songs of salvation and praise. Amen.  



Thursday, August 24 – St. Bartholomew the Apostle 
 
 
From Psalm 91 
You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High, 
 abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 
You shall say to the LORD, “You are my refuge and my stronghold, 
 my God in whom I put my trust.” 
God shall deliver you from the snare of the hunter 
 and from the deadly pestilence. 
For God shall give the holy angels charge over you, 
 to keep you in all your ways. 
They shall bear you in their hands, 
 lest you dash your foot against a stone 
Because they are bound to me in love, therefore will I deliver them; 
 I will protect them, because they know my name. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 22:24-30 
A dispute arose among the disciples as to which one of them was to be 
regarded as the greatest. But Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles 
lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called benefactors. But 
not so with you; rather the greatest among you must become like the 
youngest, and the leader like one who serves. For who is greater, the one who 
is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one at the table? But I am 
among you as one who serves. “You are those who have stood by me in my 
trials; and I confer on you, just as my Father has conferred on me, a kingdom, 
so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, you gave your apostle Bartholomew grace to believe and to preach 
your word: grant that your church may love what he believed and preach what 
he taught; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who abides with you and the Holy 
Spirit in glory everlasting. Amen. 



Friday, August 25 
 
 
From Psalm 141 
O LORD, I call to you; come to me quickly; 
 hear my voice when I cry to you. 
Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, 
 the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
Set a watch before my mouth, O LORD, and guard the door of my lips; 
 let not my heart incline to any evil thing. 
But my eyes are turned to you, Lord GOD; 
 in you I take refuge; do not strip me of my life. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 12:41-44 
He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money 
into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came 
and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called 
his disciples and said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in 
more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have 
contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in 
everything she had, all she had to live on.’  
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God our provider, you are the widow’s hope, as you are our own: 
strengthen our faith, that with simplicity of heart we may come to trust in you 
alone, and hold nothing back in serving you; through Jesus Christ, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever. Amen.



Saturday, August 26 –  
Thomas Gallaudet and Henry Winter Syle 
 
 
From Psalm 25 
Gracious and upright are you, O LORD; 
 therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
You guide the humble in doing right  
 and teach your way to the lowly. 
All your paths, O LORD, are love and faithfulness 
 to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. 
Who are they who fear the LORD? 
 the LORD will teach them the way that they should choose. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 7:32-37 
They brought to Jesus a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and 
they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away 
from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his 
tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” 
that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was 
released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but 
the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were 
astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even 
makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, whose will it is that everyone should come to you and be saved: we 
bless you for your servants Thomas Gallaudet and Henry Winter Syle, whose 
work with and for those who are deaf we remember today; we pray that you 
will continue to move your church to respond with love to the needs of all 
people; through Jesus Christ, who opened the ears of the deaf, and who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



Prayers  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
    and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  
    hallowed be your Name,  
    your kingdom come,  
    your will be done,  
        on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
    as we forgive those  
        who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
    and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
    and the glory are yours,  
    now and for ever. Amen. 

  
A Prayer for Grace at Meals 
Almighty God: you give us seed to sow, and bread to eat; make us thankful for 
all we have received, and make us ready to do those generous things which 
supply your people’s needs; so all the world may give you thanks and glory. 
Amen. 
 
A Prayer at the Beginning of the Day 
This is another day, O Lord. I do not know what it will bring, but make me 
ready, Lord, for whatever it may be. If I am to stand up, help me to stand 
bravely. If I am to sit still, help me to sit quietly. If I am to lie low, help me to 
do it patiently. And if I am to do nothing, let me do it graciously. Make these 
words more than words, and give me the Spirit of Jesus. Amen. 
 
A Prayer At the End of the Day 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, 
and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; 
give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, 
shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 



This compilation of scripture and prayer draws on, and adapts from, a 
number of resources: The Holy Bible – NRSV, The Book of Common Prayer, 
Enriching Our Worship, The New Zealand Book of Common Prayer, A Psalter for the 
Christian People, The Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship, Opening Prayers: 
Collects in Contemporary Language, and To Bless the Space Between Us: A Book of 
Blessings 
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