2024 Easter Season Music Notes

The service music during the Easter season includes the Presentation Hymn (Alleluia, give
thanks to the Risen Lord), the Sanctus by William Mathias (1934-1992) and the Fraction Anthem
(“The disciples knew the Lord Jesus”) by Mark Sedio (b. 1954). Mathias was born in Wales and
was a musical prodigy who began playing the piano at age 3 and composing at age 5. He has an
extraordinarily large musical output has written works for choir, organ, and orchestra, including
symphonies and operas. His anthem “Let the people praise thee” was written for the wedding
of Charles and Diana in 1981 and was televised to an audience of over 1 billion people. The
Sanctus is from the “Communion Service Series lll, published in 1976. Sedio is Director of Music
at Central Lutheran Church in Minneapolis and also serves on the music staff at Luther Seminary
in Saint Paul.

The Psalms during Easter will be sung using settings that were composed by Peter Hallock,
longtime organist and music director of St. Mark’s Cathedral in Seattle, WA.



