
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Prayer 
Holy Week through the Fourth Week of Easter 

March 25 – April 28, 2018 

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church – Wilmette, Illinois 



  



Welcome to this booklet of Common Prayer. 
 

On each page, you will find passages of scripture appointed for that day, a 

space to offer your own prayers for yourself and for others, an invitation to 

pray the Lord’s Prayer, and a prayer that reflects the readings, known as a 

collect because it “collects” our prayers. 

 

I wish for you moments of grace in this Holy Week and Eastertide, as we 

journey through Jesus’ betrayal and crucifixion, his death and resurrection. 

May your life of faith be kindled by the Holy Spirit in the new paschal 

flames. 

 

Please use these booklets, and share them. Would you like to receive a 

booklet by mail, or share one with someone? Contact me with their names 

and mailing information: kristin.white@staschurch.org.  

 

Blessings on you all. Thanks for praying. 

 

In Christ, 

Kristin+ 

  



Sunday, March 25 – Palm Sunday 

 

 
From Psalm 118 

Give thanks to the LORD, who is good, 

 whose mercy endures for ever. 

Let Israel now proclaim, 

 “The mercy of the LORD endures for ever.” 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 11:1-11 

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into 

the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied 

there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to 

you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it 

back here immediately.’” They went away and found a colt tied near a door, 

outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to 

them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had 

said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and 

threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on 

the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 

Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is 

the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had 

looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany 

with the twelve. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, in your love for humanity you sent your son Jesus to take upon him 

our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of his 

great humility: mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his suffering, 

and also share in his resurrection; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Monday, March 26 – Monday in Holy Week 
 

 

From Psalm 36 

Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, 

 and your faithfulness to the clouds. 

How priceless is your love, O God! 

 your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings. 

For with you is the well of life, 

 and in your light we see light. 

Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, 

 and your favor to those who are true of heart. 

 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 42:5-9 

Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them 

out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to 

the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have 

called you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have 

given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to bring out the 

prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. I am 

the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols.  

See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; 

before they spring forth, I tell you of them.  

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, whose Son suffered pain before going up to joy, who was 

crucified before entering into glory: grant that we, walking in the way of the 

cross, may find it the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who abides for ever with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory. Amen. 



Tuesday, March 27 – Tuesday in Holy Week 

 
 

From Psalm 71 

In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge;  

 let me never be ashamed. 

In your righteousness, deliver me and set me free;  

 incline your ear to me and save me. 

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe;  

 you are my crag and my stronghold. 

Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked,  

 from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor. 

For you are my hope, O LORD God,  

 my confidence since I was young. 

I have been sustained by you ever since I was born; 

from my mother’s womb you have been my strength;  

 my praise shall be always of you. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 12:20-25 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 

Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to 

him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew 

and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for 

the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 

falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 

bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their 

life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, by the passion of your Son you made an instrument of death to be for 

us the means of life: grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ, that we may 

endure, trusting in your promise that we will abide for ever with you. Amen. 

 



 

Wednesday, March 28 – Wednesday in Holy Week 

 

 

From Psalm 70 

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;  

 O LORD, make haste to help me. 

Let those who seek my life be ashamed and altogether dismayed;  

 let those who take pleasure in my misfortune 

 draw back and be disgraced. 

Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;  

 let those who love your salvation say for ever, “Great is the LORD!” 

 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 50:4-9 

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to 

sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens--wakens my 

ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I 

was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. I gave my back to those who 

struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide 

my face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I have 

not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I 

shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend 

with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them 

confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Lord God, whose blessed Son gave his body to be whipped and his face to be 

spit upon: give us grace to accept the sufferings of the present time, confident 

of the glory that will be revealed; through Jesus Christ your Son, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 



Thursday, March 29 – Maundy Thursday 
 

 

From Psalm 116 

How shall I repay you, O LORD, 

 for all the good things you have done for me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation 

 and call upon the name of the LORD. 

I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 

 in the presence of all the chosen people. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 13:31-35 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the 

table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You call me 

Teacher and Lord--and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord 

and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's 

feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to 

you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are 

messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you 

are blessed if you do them. Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God 

has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also 

glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with 

you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said before so now I say 

to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 

should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 

if you have love for one another.” 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, in the fullness of time you revealed your love in Jesus; on the eve of 

his death, as a sign of your covenant, he washed the feet of his disciples and 

offered himself as holy food and drink: give us life at this sacred banquet, and 

joy in humble service, that, bound to Christ in all we do, we may pass from 

this life to the life everlasting, where we will feast for ever with you. Amen. 



Friday, March 30 – Good Friday 
 

 

From Psalm 22 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  

 and are so far from my cry and from the words of my distress? 

Yet you are the Holy One,  

 enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 

Our forebears put their trust in you;  

 they trusted, and you delivered them. 

 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 53:1-6 

Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has the arm of 

the Lord been revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant, and 

like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look 

at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised 

and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and 

as one from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him 

of no account. Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; 

yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was 

wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 

punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. All we like 

sheep have gone astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the Lord has 

laid on him the iniquity of us all.  

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: look favorably on your 

whole church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of 

your providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of your salvation; let the 

whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being raised 

up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things 

are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were 

made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



Saturday, March 31 – Holy Saturday 
 

 

From Psalm 31 

In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;  

 deliver me in your righteousness. 

Incline your ear to me;  

 make haste to deliver me. 

Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 

for you are my crag and my stronghold;  

 for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 

Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,  

 for you are my tower of strength. 

My times are in your hand;  

 rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 

 and from those who persecute me. 

Make your face to shine upon your servant,  

 and in your loving-kindness save me. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 27:57-61 

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, 

who was also a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of 

Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. So Joseph took the body and 

wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which he 

had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb 

and went away. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting 

opposite the tomb. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, Creator of heaven and earth: grant that, as the crucified body of your 

Son was laid in the tomb and rested on this holy Sabbath, so we may await 

with him the coming of the third day, and rise with him to newness of life; 

who abides with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

   



Sunday, April 1 – Easter Day 
 

 

From Psalm 118 

The LORD is my strength and my song 

 and has become my salvation. 

There is a sound of exultation and victory 

 in the tents of the righteous: 

I shall not die, but live, 

 and declare the worlds of the LORD. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 20:11-18 

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 

look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of 

Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to 

her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away 

my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ When she had said 

this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know 

that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom 

are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if 

you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take 

him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in 

Hebrew, ‘Teacher!’. Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have 

not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am 

ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ Mary 

Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and 

she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, who through your Son Jesus Christ overcame death and 

opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that we, who celebrate with joy 

the day of the Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from death by your life-giving 

Spirit; through Jesus Christ, who abides with you and the Holy Spirit, in glory 

everlasting. Amen. 



Monday, April 2  
 

 

From Psalm 16 

I have set the LORD always before me;  

 because you are at my right hand I shall not fall. 

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;  

 my body also shall rest in hope. 

For you will not abandon me to the grave,  

 nor let your holy one see the Pit. 

You will show me the path of life;  

 in your presence there is fullness of joy, 

 and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 28:9-15 

Jesus met Mary Magdalene and the other Mary and said, “Greetings!” And 

they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said 

to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there 

they will see me.” While they were going, some of the guard went into the city 

and told the chief priests everything that had happened. After the priests had 

assembled with the elders, they devised a plan to give a large sum of money to 

the soldiers, telling them, “You must say, ‘His disciples came by night and 

stole him away while we were asleep.’ If this comes to the governor's ears, we 

will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” So they took the money and did 

as they were directed. And this story is still told to this day. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, grant that we who celebrate the Paschal feast may attain to 

everlasting joy with you; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

  



Tuesday, April 3  
 

 

From Psalm 118 

Open for me the gates of righteousness;  

 I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord. 

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me  

 and have become my salvation. 

The same stone which the builders rejected  

 has become the chief cornerstone. 

This is the Lord's doing,  

 and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

On this day the Lord has acted;  

 we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 2:36-41 

Peter said to the multitude, “Let the entire house of Israel know with certainty 

that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 

crucified.” Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to 

Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” Peter said to 

them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 

so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far 

away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” And he testified with 

many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 

corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and 

that day about three thousand persons were added. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, who by the resurrection of your Son destroyed death and brought life 

and immortality to light: grant that we, who have been raised with Christ, 

may abide in his presence and rejoice in the hope of eternal glory. Amen. 

 



Wednesday, April 4 

 

 

From Psalm 105 

Sing to the LORD, sing praises, 

 and speak of all God’s marvelous works. 

Glory in God’s holy name; 

 let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

Search for the LORD and the strength of the LORD; 

 continually seek the face of God. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 24:13-16, 28-35 

Now on that same day two disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, 

about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all that 

had happened. While they were talking, Jesus himself came near and went 

with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. As they came near 

the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going 

on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost 

evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with 

them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke 

it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; 

and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our 

hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 

opening the scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up and returned to 

Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered 

together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared 

to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had 

been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, whose beloved Son made himself known to his disciples in the 

breaking of bread: open our hearts by faith, that we may know him in all his 

redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



 Thursday, April 5 

 

 

From Psalm 8 

Out of the mouths of infants and children 

 your majesty is praised above the heavens 

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

 the moon and the stars you have set in your courses, 

What are we that you should be mindful of us? 

 mortals that you should seek us out? 

You have made us but little lower than the angels; 

 you adorn us with glory and honor; 

You give us mastery over the works of your hands; 

 you put all things under our feet: 

O LORD our God, 

 how exalted is your name in all the world! 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 24:36-43 

While the disciples were talking, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 

them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They were startled and terrified, and thought that 

they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why 

do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I 

myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you 

see that I have.’ And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and 

his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said 

to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled 

fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of 

reconciliation: grant that we who have been reborn into the fellowship of 

Christ's Body may show forth in our lives what we profess by our faith; 

through Jesus Christ, who abides with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 



Friday, April 6 
 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 21:1-14 

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 

Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were 

Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons 

of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am 

going fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will go with you.’ They went out and got 

into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus 

stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said 

to them, ‘Children, you have no fish, have you?’ They answered him, ‘No.’ He 

said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find 

some.’ So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there 

were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the 

Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, 

for he was naked, and jumped into the lake. But the other disciples came in 

the boat, dragging the net full of fish. When they had gone ashore, they saw a 

charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some 

of the fish that you have just caught.’ So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled 

the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them; and 

though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, ‘Come 

and have breakfast.’ Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are 

you?’ because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and 

gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time 

that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, who gave your only Son to be with us, to live and die and rise again: 

give us grace to say with Peter, “It is the Lord!” and to cast our nets according 

to his call; through Jesus Christ your Son, who lives with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

   



Saturday, April 7 

 
 

From Psalm 118 

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me  

 and have become my salvation. 

The same stone which the builders rejected  

 has become the chief cornerstone. 

This is God’s doing,  

 and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

On this day the LORD has acted;  

 we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 16:9-15, 20 

After Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary 

Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. She went out and told 

those who had been with him, while they were mourning and weeping. But 

when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not 

believe it. After this he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were 

walking into the country. And they went back and told the rest, but they did 

not believe them. Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were 

sitting at the table; and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and 

stubbornness, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had 

risen. And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the good 

news to the whole creation.” And they went out and proclaimed the good 

news everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the 

message by the signs that accompanied it. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

We thank you, O God, that you have delivered us from sin and death and 

brought us into the promise of your kingdom; we pray that, as by Christ’s 

death he has recalled us to life, so by his love he may raise us to eternal joys. 

Amen. 



Sunday, April 8 – Second Sunday of Easter 
 

 

From Psalm 133 

Oh, how good and pleasant it is, 

 when the community lives together in unity! 

It is like fine oil upon the head 

 that runs down upon the beard, 

Upon the beard of Aaron, 

 and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

It is like the dew of Hermon 

 that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: 

 life for evermore. 

 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 2:42-45 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and 

no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they 

owned was held in common. With great power the apostles gave their 

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon 

them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned 

lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They 

laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect  

God of life and source of faith, through the waters of baptism you have raised 

us up in Jesus: day by day kindle our faith, that our hearts may burn with love 

for you; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  

  



Monday, April 9 – the Annunciation of Christ 
 

 
From Psalm 40 

Great things are they that you have done, O LORD my God!  

 how great your wonders and your plans for us!  

 there is none who can be compared with you. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 

“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed 

by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said 

to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 

now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 

Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 

Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over 

the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary 

said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to 

her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 

will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 

called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 

barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am 

I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the 

angel departed from her. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, you offered your mercy to all humanity through your Son, who took 

the flesh of Mary, his mother: keep the church, which is his Body, faithful to 

your purpose, that all the ends of the earth may know your saving power; in 

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



Tuesday, April 10 – Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

 

From Psalm 119 

Lord, your word is everlasting;  

 it stands firm in the heavens. 

Your faithfulness remains from one generation to another;  

 you established the earth, and it abides. 

I will never forget your commandments,  

 because by them you give me life. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 5:1-12 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 

his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are 

those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they 

will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will 

receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are 

the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. Blessed are those 

who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter 

all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for 

your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you.” 

  

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Gracious God, the Beyond in the midst of our life, you gave grace to your 

servant Dietrich Bonhoeffer to know and to teach the truth as it is in Jesus 

Christ, and to bear the cost of following him: grant that we, strengthened by 

his teaching and example, may receive your word and embrace its call with an 

undivided heart; through Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  



Wednesday, April 11 
 

 

From Psalm 13 

Look upon me and answer me, O LORD my God; 

 give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 

Lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed,” 

 and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 

But I put my trust in your mercy; 

 my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 

I will sing to you, O LORD, for you have dealt with me richly; 

 I will praise the name of the LORD Most High. 

 

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter 2:4-10 

Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 

precious in God’s sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a 

spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 

to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in scripture: ‘See, I am laying in 

Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in 

him will not be put to shame.’ To you then who believe, he is precious; but 

for those who do not believe, ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become 

the very head of the corner’, and ‘A stone that makes them stumble, and a 

rock that makes them fall.’ They stumble because they disobey the word, as 

they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of 

him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were 

not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received 

mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

God of mercy, you have made us your own people: give us grace to offer all 

that we have, and all that we are, to be built into your new creation; and we 

will sing to you, O God; we will praise your name. Amen. 



Thursday, April 12 
 

 

From Psalm 18 

I called upon the LORD in my distress 

 and cried out to my God for help. 

You heard my voice from your heavenly dwelling; 

 my cry of anguish came to your ears. 

You parted the heavens and came down 

 with a storm cloud under your feet. 

You reached down from on high and grasped me; 

 you drew me out of great waters. 

You brought me out into an open place; 

 you rescued me because you delight in me. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 15:12-17 

‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No 

one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are 

my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any 

longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I 

have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 

have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 

appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will 

give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands 

so that you may love one another.’ 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, we give you thanks that you have chosen us, that you rescue us 

because you delight in us: give us grace to love one another and to follow your 

commandments, that we might go and bear good fruit that will last; this we 

pray in the name of Jesus Christ, in whom all our prayers are complete. 

Amen. 

 



Friday, April 13 
 

 

From Psalm 16 

Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 

 I have said to the LORD, “You are my LORD,  

 my good above all other.” 

O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 

 it is you who uphold my lot. 

I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 

 my heart teaches me, night after night. 

I have set the LORD always before me; 

 because you are at my right hand I shall not fall. 

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 

 my body also shall rest in hope. 

 

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter 3:13-15 

Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you 

do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they 

fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. 

Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an 

account of the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Grant us the courage to be ready to share an account of the hope that is in us, 

O God, blessing you as our good above all other; through Jesus Christ, who 

abides with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  



Saturday, April 14 

 

 

From Psalm 116 

Gracious is the LORD and righteous; 

 our God is full of compassion. 

For you have rescued my life from death, 

 my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling. 

I will walk in the presence of the LORD 

 in the land of the living. 

I will lift up the cup of salvation 

 and call upon the name of the LORD. 

 

A Reading from the Book of Exodus 17:1-7 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed 

by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was 

no water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, 

‘Give us water to drink.’ Moses said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with me? 

Why do you test the Lord?’ But the people thirsted there for water; and the 

people complained against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out of 

Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?’ So Moses cried 

out to the Lord, ‘What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to 

stone me.’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the people, and take 

some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which 

you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the 

rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the 

people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He called 

the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested 

the Lord, saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or not?’ 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Gracious God, you bring us water from the rock and bid us to walk in the 

land of the living: help us to see your hand at work, rescuing our lives from 

death, our feet from stumbling; in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 



Sunday, April 15 – Third Sunday of Easter  
 

 

From Psalm 4 

Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause;  

 you set me free when I am hard-pressed; 

 have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory;  

 how long will you worship dumb idols and run after false gods?” 

Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful;  

 I call upon God, who will hear me. 

Tremble, then, and do not sin;  

 speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 

You have put gladness in my heart,  

 more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 

I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep;  

 for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety. 

 

A Reading from the First Letter of John 3:1-3 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 

God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that 

it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has 

not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will 

be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him 

purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, your blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking 

of bread: enliven our faith, that we may know Christ in all his redeeming 

work; who abides with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

for ever. Amen. 

 

 



Monday, April 16 
 

From Psalm 9 

I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; 

 I will tell of all your marvelous works. 

I will be glad and rejoice in you; 

 I will sing to your name, O Most High. 

For you have maintained my right and my cause; 

 you sit upon your throne judging right. 

It is you who rule the world with righteousness; 

 you judge the people with equity. 

 

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter 5:1-6 

Now as an elder myself and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as one 

who shares in the glory to be revealed, I exhort the elders among you to tend 

the flock of God that is in your charge, exercising the oversight, not under 

compulsion but willingly, as God would have you do it—not for sordid gain 

but eagerly. Do not lord it over those in your charge, but be examples to the 

flock. And when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the crown of glory 

that never fades away. In the same way, you who are younger must accept the 

authority of the elders. And all of you must clothe yourselves with humility in 

your dealings with one another, for ‘God opposes the proud, but gives grace 

to the humble.’ Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, 

so that he may exalt you in due time.  

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, we give thanks to you with our whole hearts, and we tell of your 

marvelous works: give us grace to do the work you have given us to do, 

willingly and with humility, trusting always in your righteousness; through 

Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 



Tuesday, April 17 

 

 

From Psalm 26 

Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity; 

 I have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered. 

Test me, O LORD, and try me; 

 examine my heart and my mind. 

For your love is before my eyes; 

 I have walked faithfully with you. 

LORD, I love the house in which you dwell 

 and the place where your glory abides. 

My foot stands on level ground; 

 in the full assembly I will bless the LORD. 

 

A Reading from the Book of Exodus 19:1-6 

At the third new moon after the Israelites had gone out of the land of Egypt, 

on that very day, they came into the wilderness of Sinai. They had journeyed 

from Rephidim, entered the wilderness of Sinai, and camped in the 

wilderness; Israel camped there in front of the mountain. Then Moses went 

up to God; the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, ‘Thus you shall 

say to the house of Jacob, and tell the Israelites: You have seen what I did to 

the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to 

myself. Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall 

be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, the whole earth is 

mine, but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation. These are 

the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.’ 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Holy God, your love is before our eyes: help us to walk faithfully with you and 

to keep your covenant, that we may be a priestly kingdom, a holy nation; 

through Jesus Christ, who abides with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in 

glory everlasting. Amen. 

 



Wednesday, April 18 

 

 

From Psalm 119 

Teach me, O God, the way of your statutes,  

 and I will keep it to the end. 

Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; 

 I shall keep it with all my heart. 

Make me go in the path of your commandments, 

 for that is my desire. 

Incline my heart to your decrees 

 and not to unjust gain. 

Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; 

 give me life in your ways. 

Behold, I long for your commandments; 

 in your righteousness preserve my life. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 3:13-17 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by 

him. John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, 

and do you come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is 

proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then he consented. And 

when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly 

the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like 

a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, 

the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

God of righteousness, teach us your ways that we may keep them to the end; 

give us understanding, that we may keep your law with all our heart; in the 

name of your beloved Son, with whom you are well pleased. Amen. 



Thursday, April 19 
 

 

From Psalm 37 

Do not fret yourself over the one who prospers, 

 the one who succeeds in evil schemes. 

Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 

 do not fret yourself; it leads only to evil. 

In a little while the wicked shall be no more; 

 you shall search out their place, but they will not be there. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 4:1-11 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was 

famished. The tempter came and said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, 

command these stones to become loaves of bread.’ But he answered, ‘It is 

written, “One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 

from the mouth of God.” ’ Then the devil took him to the holy city and 

placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, ‘If you are the Son 

of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, “He will command his angels 

concerning you”, and “On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will 

not dash your foot against a stone.” ’ Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written, 

“Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” ’ Again, the devil took him to a 

very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 

splendor; and he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you will fall down 

and worship me.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 

“Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.” ’ Then the devil left him, 

and suddenly angels came and waited on him.  

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Send your angels, O God, to accompany us when we are tempted by evil; turn 

us back from anger; and feed us by your every word, as we worship only you; 

through Jesus Christ, who abides with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 



Friday, April 20 
 

 

From Psalm 105 

Give thanks to the LORD and call upon God’s name; 

 make known the deeds of the LORD among the peoples. 

Sing to the LORD, sing praises, 

 and speak of all God’s marvelous works. 

Glory in God’s holy name; 

 let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice. 

Search for the LORD and the strength of the LORD; 

 continually seek the face of God. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 4:12-17 

Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to 

Galilee. He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the lake, in 

the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through 

the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: ‘Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on 

the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people who 

sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and 

shadow of death light has dawned.’ From that time Jesus began to proclaim, 

‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Holy God, we glory in your name: let your light dawn upon us as we 

continually seek your face, and turn us always back to you; through Jesus 

Christ, who lives with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever. Amen. 



Saturday, April 21 
 

 

From Psalm 30 

Sing to the LORD, you faithful servants; 

 give thanks for the remembrance of God’s holiness. 

For God’s wrath lasts but the twinkling of an eye, 

 God’s favor endures for a lifetime. 

Weeping may spend the night, 

 but joy comes in the morning. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 4:18-25 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called 

Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for they were 

fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for 

people.’ Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from 

there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, 

in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called 

them. Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.  

 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming 

the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness 

among the people. So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought 

to him all the sick, those who were afflicted with various diseases and pains, 

demoniacs, epileptics, and paralytics, and he cured them. And great crowds 

followed him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond 

the Jordan. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Give us grace to follow you, O God, to hear your call and drop our nets and 

go where you would lead the way; through Jesus Christ, in whom all our 

prayers are complete. Amen. 



Sunday, April 22 – Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 
 

From Psalm 23 

The LORD is my shepherd; 

 I shall not want. 

You make me lie down in green pastures 

 and lead me beside still waters. 

You restore my soul 

 and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; 

 you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 10:11-15 

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 

the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 

sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf 

snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired 

hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own 

and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. 

And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to 

this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will 

be one flock, one shepherd.” 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: grant that 

when we hear his voice we may know that he calls us each by name; who, with 

you and the Holy Spirit, gathers us as one flock to abide in you. Amen. 

  



Monday, April 23 
 

 

From Psalm 41 

Happy are they who consider the poor and needy! 

 the LORD will deliver them in the time of trouble. 

The LORD preserves them and keeps them alive, 

so that they may be happy in the land; 

 the LORD does not hand them over to the will of their enemies. 

The LORD sustains them on their sickbed 

 and ministers to them in their illness. 

In my integrity you hold me fast, 

 and shall set me before your face for ever. 

Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, 

 from age to age. Amen. Amen. 

 

A Reading from the Letter to the Colossians 4:2-6 

Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. At the same 

time pray for us as well that God will open to us a door for the word, that we 

may declare the mystery of Christ, for which I am in prison, so that I may 

reveal it clearly, as I should. Conduct yourselves wisely towards outsiders, 

making the most of the time. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned 

with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer everyone.  

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Gracious God sustain us, that we might make the most of the time, blessing 

your name from age to age; through Christ our Lord, who abides with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 



Tuesday, April 24 

 

 

From Psalm 48 

God is in the citadels of Zion;  

 God is known to be its sure refuge. 

We have waited in silence on your loving-kindness, O God, 

 in the midst of your temple. 

Let Mount Zion be glad and the cities of Judah rejoice, 

 because of your judgments. 

This God is our God for ever and ever; 

 God shall be our guide for evermore. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 5:11-16 

‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 

of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward 

is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 

before you. 

 ‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness 

be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled 

under foot. 

 ‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No 

one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the 

lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light 

shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to 

your Father in heaven.’ 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, you are our guide and our sure refuge: give us grace to let our light 

shine before others, that we might give glory to you; through Jesus Christ, the 

light that has not been overcome, who with you and the Holy Spirit abides in 

radiance everlasting. Amen. 



Wednesday, April 25 – Mark, Evangelist 
 

 

From Psalm 2 

Why are the nations in an uproar? 

 Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 

Submit to the LORD with fear, 

 and with trembling bow down in worship; 

Lest the LORD be angry and you perish; 

 for divine wrath is quickly kindled. 

Happy are they all 

 who take refuge in the LORD! 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is 

written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’ ” John the baptizer 

appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 

people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, 

with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He 

proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am 

not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized 

you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, through the evangelist Mark you have given to your church 

the good news of Jesus Christ the Son of God: we thank you for this witness, 

and pray that we may be grounded in its truth; through Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 



 Thursday, April 26 
 

 

From Psalm 114 

Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt, 

 the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 

Judah became God’s sanctuary 

 and Israel God’s dominion. 

The sea beheld it and fled; 

 Jordan turned and went back. 

The mountains skipped like rams,  

 and the little hills like young sheep. 

What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? 

 O Jordan, that you turned back? 

You mountains, that you skipped like rams? 

 you little hills like young sheep? 

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the LORD, 

 at the presence of the God of Jacob, 

Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water 

 and flint-stone into a flowing spring. 

 

A Reading from the Book of Exodus 34:8-11 

God said: I hereby make a covenant. Before all your people I will perform 

marvels, such as have not been performed in all the earth or in any nation; 

and all the people among whom you live shall see the work of the Lord; for it 

is an awesome thing that I will do with you. Observe what I command you 

today. See, I will drive out before you the Amorites, the Canaanites, the 

Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. Take care not to make a 

covenant with the inhabitants of the land to which you are going, or it will 

become a snare among you. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

God our sanctuary and the author of the sacred covenant: help us to observe 

what you command, that we may be your faithful people. Amen. 



Friday, April 27 

 
 

From Psalm 40 

I waited patiently upon you, O LORD; 

 you stooped to me and heard my cry. 

You put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; 

 many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the LORD. 

Great things are they that you have done, O LORD my God! 

how great your wonders and your plans for us! 

 there is none who can be compared with you. 

 

A Reading from the Book of Exodus 34:29-35 

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain 

with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the 

skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. When Aaron 

and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they 

were afraid to come near him. But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all 

the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with 

them. Afterwards all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in 

commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When 

Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but 

whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would take 

the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites 

what he had been commanded, the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that 

the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face 

again, until he went in to speak with him. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Put a new song in our mouths, O God, that we might stand in awe and put 

our trust in you, looking toward the day when your glory is revealed and we 

behold you face to face. Amen. 

 



Saturday, April 28 
 

 

From Psalm 139 

LORD, you have searched me out and known me; 

 you know my sitting down and my rising up; 

 you discern my thoughts from afar. 

You trace my journeys and my resting-places 

 and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 

 but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 

You press upon me behind and before 

 and lay your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

 it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

Where can I go then from your Spirit? 

 where can I flee from your presence? 

If I climb up to heaven, you are there; 

 if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 

If I take the wings of the morning 

 and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, 

 and the light around me turn to night,” 

Darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day; 

 darkness and light to you are both alike. 

For you yourself created my inmost parts; 

 you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 

 your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O Lord, you search us out and know us, you trace our journeys and our 

resting places: we thank you that we are marvelously made. Amen. 



Prayers  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name,  

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those  

        who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

    and the power, and the glory,  

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  

    hallowed be your Name,  

    your kingdom come,  

    your will be done,  

        on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

    as we forgive those  

        who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial,  

    and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

    and the glory are yours,  

    now and for ever. Amen. 

  

A Prayer for Grace at Meals 
Blessed are you, O Lord God, for you give us food to sustain our lives and 

make our hearts glad; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Prayer at the Beginning of the Day 
This is another day, O Lord. I do not know what it will bring, but make me 

ready for whatever it may be. If I am to stand up, help me to stand bravely. If I 

am to sit still, help me to sit quietly. If I am to lie low, help me to do it 

patiently. And if I am to do nothing, let me do it graciously. Make these 

words more than words, and give me the Spirit of Jesus. Amen. 

 

A Prayer at the End of the Day 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, 

and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; 

give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, 

shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 



This compilation of scripture and prayer draws on, and adapts from, a 

number of resources: The Holy Bible – NRSV, The Book of Common Prayer, 

Enriching Our Worship, The New Zealand Book of Common Prayer, A Psalter for the 

Christian People, The Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship, Opening Prayers: 

Collects in Contemporary Language, and To Bless the Space Between Us: A Book of 

Blessings 
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