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Welcome to this booklet of Common Prayer. 
 
On each page, you will find passages of scripture appointed for that day, a 
space to offer your own prayers for yourself and for others, an invitation to 
pray the Lord’s Prayer, and a prayer that may reflect the readings, known as 
a collect because it “collects” our prayers. 
 
This month’s booklet continues to focus on the Gospel of Matthew. This is 
the story of Jesus’ life and ministry told from the perspective of a writer 
who presents Jesus as the completion of God’s will and prophecies found 
the Old Testament. You will read about Jesus’ teachings and parables, 
occasions when he healed people and cast out demons. As you read and 
pray through these stories, I invite you to consider what Jesus’ teachings 
mean for you, and to wonder where you wish for his presence and healing. 
 
Please use these booklets, and share them. Thanks to a generous gift, we 
have the resources to make additional copies and mail them to whoever 
might find one helpful to their life of faith. Would you like to receive a 
booklet by mail, or share one with someone? Contact me with their names 
and mailing information: kristin.white@staschurch.org.  
 
Blessings on you all. Thanks for praying. 
 
In Christ, 
Kristin+ 

  



Sunday, October 29 
 
 
From Psalm 90 
Lord, you have been our refuge 
 from one generation to another. 
Before the mountains were brought forth,  
or the land and the earth were born,  
 from age to age you are God. 
So teach us to number our days 
 that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 22:34-46 
When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, they 
gathered together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test 
him. “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to 
him, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this 
question: “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to 
him, “The son of David.” He said to them, “How is it then that David by the 
Spirit calls him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right 
hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? If David thus calls him 
Lord, how can he be his son?” No one was able to give him an answer, nor 
from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Your love is boundless, O God: keep us mindful of your mercy, that we may 
love you with our whole heart and love our neighbors as ourselves; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who abides with you and the Holy Spirit in glory 
everlasting. Amen. 



Monday, October 30 
 
 
From Psalm 41 
Happy are they who consider the poor and needy! 
 the LORD will deliver them in the time of trouble. 
The LORD preserves them and keeps them alive, 
so that they may be happy in the land; 
 the LORD does not hand them over to the will of their enemies. 
I said, “LORD, be merciful to me; 
 heal me, for I have sinned against you.” 
My enemies are saying wicked things about me, 
 asking when I will die, and when my name will perish. 
But you, O LORD, be merciful to me and raise me up, 
 and I shall repay them. 
By this I know you are pleased with me, 
 that my enemy does not triumph over me. 
In my integrity you hold me fast, 
 and shall set me before your face for ever. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 12:46-50 
While he was still speaking to the crowds, his mother and his brothers were 
standing outside, wanting to speak to him. Someone told him, ‘Look, your 
mother and your brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you.’ But 
to the one who had told him this, Jesus replied, ‘Who is my mother, and who 
are my brothers?’ And pointing to his disciples, he said, ‘Here are my mother 
and my brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my 
brother and sister and mother.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Be merciful to us, O God, and raise us up: give us courage to live according to 
your will, that we may be known as your kindred; hold us fast, and set us 
before your face; this we pray in the name of Jesus, who calls us to be sisters 
and brothers. Amen.



Tuesday, October 31 –  
500th Anniversary of the Christian Reformation 
 
From Psalm 46 
God is our refuge and strength, 
 a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
 and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea. 
Though its waters rage and foam, 
 and though the mountains tremble at its tumult. 
The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown; 
 God shall help her at the break of day. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of John 8:31-36 
Then Jesus said to those who had believed in him, ‘If you continue in my 
word, you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth 
will make you free.’ They answered him, ‘We are descendants of Abraham 
and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, “You will 
be made free”?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 
commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the 
household; the son has a place there for ever. So if the Son makes you free, 
you will be free indeed. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, you give us your Church, called to be the Body of Christ in the world, 
enlivened by your Holy Spirit: we thank you for forming us as your own, and 
ask that we may be continually reformed by your grace, and always to your 
glory; in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 



Wednesday, November 1 – Feast of All Saints 
 
 
From Psalm 34 
I will bless the LORD at all times, 
 whose praise shall ever be in my mouth. 
I will glory in the LORD; 
 let the humble hear and rejoice. 
Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; 
 let us exalt the name of the LORD together. 
I sought the LORD, who answered me 
 and delivered me out of all my terror. 
Look upon the LORD and be radiant, 
 and let not your faces be ashamed. 
Taste and see that the LORD is good; 
 happy are they who trust in the LORD! 
 
A Reading from the First Letter of John 3:1-2 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 
God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that 
it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has 
not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will 
be like him, for we will see him as he is. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, you have knit us together in one communion and fellowship 
in the mystical body of your son: give us grace to follow your saints, that we 
may come to those joys that you have prepared for those who love you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and 
reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 



Thursday, November 2 –  
Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 
 
 
From Psalm 116 
How shall I repay you, O LORD, 
 for all the good things you have done for me? 
I will lift up the cup of salvation 
 and call upon the name of the LORD. 
I will fulfill my vows to the LORD 
 in the presence of all the chosen people. 
Precious in your sight, O LORD, 
 is the death of your servants. 
 
A Reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians 15:50-57 
What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, 
I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For 
this perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must 
put on immortality. When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and 
this mortal body puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will be 
fulfilled: “Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, is your 
victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, the maker and redeemer of all: grant to the faithful departed the 
unsearchable gifts of your deepest love; that on the day of Christ’s appearing 
they may be manifested as your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 



Friday, November 3 
 
 
From Psalm 40 
I waited patiently upon you, O LORD; 
 you stooped to me and heard my cry. 
You lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay; 
 you set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure. 
You put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; 
 many shall see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the LORD. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 13:24-30 
Jesus put before them a parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So 
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as 
well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, “Master, did 
you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come 
from?” He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, 
“Then do you want us to go and gather them?” But he replied, “No; for in 
gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of 
them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.” ’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Put a new song in our mouths, O God, a song of praise to you: make our lives 
a testimony to your kingdom, that many will put their trust in you; through 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.



Saturday, November 4 
 
 
From Psalm 139 
LORD, you have searched me out and known me; 
 you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
 you discern my thoughts from afar. 
You trace my journeys and my resting-places 
 and are acquainted with all my ways. 
Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 
 but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
 it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 
I will thank you because I am marvelously made; 
 your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 13:31-35 
He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a 
mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all 
the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a 
tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.’ 
He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was 
leavened.’ Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables; without a parable 
he told them nothing. This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the 
prophet: ‘I will open my mouth to speak in parables; I will proclaim what has 
been hidden from the foundation of the world.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Search us out, O LORD, and proclaim to us the wisdom that has been hidden 
from the foundation of the world: for you know our sitting down and our 
rising up, you discern our thoughts and our journeys, and your knowledge is 
wonderful; so teach us, by your mysteries, that we may know your marvelous 
works; through Christ our Lord. Amen.   



Sunday, November 5 
 
 
From Psalm 34 
Fear the LORD, you holy ones, 
 for those who fear God lack nothing. 
Come, children, and listen to me; 
 I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 
Who among you loves life 
 and desires long life to enjoy prosperity? 
Turn from evil and do good. 
 seek peace and pursue it. 
 
A Reading from the Revelation to John 7:9-12 
After this I, John, looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches 
in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to 
our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  And all the angels 
stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, 
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and 
power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Holy God, you call your people to holiness: as we keep the feast of all your 
saints, give us their thirst for righteousness and purity of heart; may we join in 
sharing the richness of your kingdom, and be clothed in the glory that is your 
gift; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



Monday, November 6 – William Temple, Archbishop 
 
 
From Psalm 119 
Oh, how I love your law! 
 all the day long it is in my mind. 
Your commandment has made me wiser than my enemies, 
 and it is always with me. 
How sweet are your words to my taste! 
 they are sweeter than honey to my mouth. 
Through your commandments I gain understanding; 
 therefore I hate every lying way. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of John 1:9-18 
The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people 
did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became 
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth. From his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who 
is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God of light and love, you illumined your church with the witness of your 
servant William Temple: inspire us by his teaching and example, that we may 
rejoice with courage, confidence, and faith in Christ, and may be led to build 
a world which has justice for its foundation and love for its law; through Jesus 
Christ, the light of the world, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



Tuesday, November 7 
 
 
From Psalm 62 
For God alone my soul in silence waits; 
 from God comes my salvation. 
God alone is my rock and my salvation, 
 my stronghold, so that I shall not be greatly shaken. 
In God is my safety and my honor; 
 God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
Put your trust in God always, O people, 
 pour out your hearts before God, who is our refuge. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 13:44-46, 51-52 
‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone 
found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 
field. ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had 
and bought it. 
 
‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, 
‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is 
like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and 
what is old.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, our rock and our salvation: train us for your kingdom, that we may 
bring forth from your treasure what is both new and old; through Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 



Wednesday, November 8 
 
 
From Psalm 119 
Your hands have made me and fashioned me;  
 give me understanding, that I may learn your commandments. 
Those who fear you will be glad when they see me, 
 because I trust in your word. 
I know, O LORD, that your judgments are right 
 and that in faithfulness you have afflicted me. 
Let your loving-kindness be my comfort, 
 as you have promised to your servant. 
Let your compassion come to me, that I may live, 
 for your law is my delight. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 13:53-58 
When Jesus had finished these parables, he left that place. He came to his 
home town and began to teach the people in their synagogue, so that they 
were astounded and said, ‘Where did this man get this wisdom and these 
deeds of power? Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? 
And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are 
not all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all this?’ And they 
took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, ‘Prophets are not without honor 
except in their own country and in their own house.’ And he did not do many 
deeds of power there, because of their unbelief. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God of wisdom and power, your hands have fashioned us and your loving-
kindness is our hope: give us grace to return to our countries and our homes, 
and even to places where we may not be fully understood, trusting that we will 
always find our honor in you; for your compassion gives us life, and your law 
is our delight; through Christ, in whom all our prayers are complete. Amen. 
  



Thursday, November 9 
 
 
From Psalm 71 
Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe; 
 you are my crag and my stronghold. 
Deliver me, my God, from the hand of the wicked, 
 from the clutches of the evildoer and the oppressor. 
For you are my hope, O Lord GOD, 
 my confidence since I was young. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 14:1-11 
At that time Herod the ruler heard reports about Jesus; and he said to his 
servants, ‘This is John the Baptist; he has been raised from the dead, and for 
this reason these powers are at work in him.’ For Herod had arrested John, 
bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife, because John had been telling him, ‘It is not lawful for you to 
have her.’ Though Herod wanted to put him to death, he feared the crowd, 
because they regarded him as a prophet. But when Herod’s birthday came, the 
daughter of Herodias danced before the company, and she pleased Herod so 
much that he promised on oath to grant her whatever she might 
ask. Prompted by her mother, she said, ‘Give me the head of John the Baptist 
here on a platter.’ The king was grieved, yet out of regard for his oaths and for 
the guests, he commanded it to be given; he sent and had John beheaded in 
the prison. The head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, who 
brought it to her mother. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Deliver us, O God, from the hand of the wicked, from the clutches of the 
evildoer, for you are our hope and our confidence; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who abides with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.  



Friday, November 10 
 
 
From Psalm 73 
Truly, God is good to Israel, 
 to those who are pure in heart. 
But as for me, my feet had nearly slipped; 
 I had almost tripped and fallen; 
Yet I am always with you; 
 you hold me by my right hand. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 14:13-21 
Now when Jesus heard of John’s death, he withdrew from there in a boat to a 
deserted place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him 
on foot from the towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he 
had compassion for them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the 
disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a deserted place, and the hour is now 
late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food 
for themselves.’ Jesus said to them, ‘They need not go away; you give them 
something to eat.’ They replied, ‘We have nothing here but five loaves and 
two fish.’ And he said, ‘Bring them here to me.’ Then he ordered the crowds 
to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up 
to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, 
and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and 
they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And 
those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God of loaves and fishes, you are always with us: bless our imaginations when 
they become too narrow, and call us to offer what we have, trusting that even 
in deserted places your people will eat and be filled; in the name of Jesus we 
pray. Amen. 
  



Saturday, November 11 
 
 
Psalm 23 
The LORD is my shepherd; 
 I shall not want. 
You make me lie down in green pastures 
 and lead me beside still waters. 
You revive my soul 
 and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
You spread a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
Surely your goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 14:22-27 
Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the 
other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the 
crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he 
was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from 
the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came 
walking towards them on the lake. But when the disciples saw him walking on 
the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And they cried out in 
fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take heart, it is I; do not 
be afraid.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, call us to trust in your goodness and mercy; let your rod and staff be 
our comfort, let your table be our place of sustenance; for with you as our 
shepherd, we shall not want; in your call to take heart, we will not be afraid; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  



Sunday, November 12 
 
 
From Psalm 78 
Hear my teaching, O my people; 
 incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
That which we have heard and known, and what our ancestors have told us, 
 we will not hide from their children. 
We will recount to generations to come 
the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, 
 and the wonderful works God has done. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 25:1-13 
‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their 
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five 
were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but 
the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all 
of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, “Look! 
Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all those 
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, 
“Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the wise replied, 
“No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the 
dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding 
banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, 
saying, “Lord, lord, open to us.” But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not 
know you.” Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect  
Almighty God, brighten your church with the promise of your kingdom, and 
awaken our hearts to your light; call us to enter the wedding feast with our 
faith undimmed, ready to greet the bridegroom’s return; through Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen.



Monday, November 13 

 
 
From Psalm 77 
I will remember the works of the LORD, 
 and call to mind your wonders of old time. 
I will meditate on all your acts 
 and ponder your mighty deeds. 
Your way, O God, is holy; 
 who is so great a god as our God? 
You are the God who works wonders 
 and have declared your power among the peoples. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 15:1-6, 15-20 
Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, ‘Why do 
your disciples break the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their 
hands before they eat.’ He answered them, ‘And why do you break the 
commandment of God for the sake of your tradition? For God said, “Honor 
your father and your mother,” and, “Whoever speaks evil of father or mother 
must surely die.” But you say that whoever tells father or mother, “Whatever 
support you might have had from me is given to God”, then that person need 
not honor the father. So, for the sake of your tradition, you make void the 
word of God. But Peter said to him, ‘Explain this parable to us.’ Then he said, 
‘Are you also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes 
into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what 
comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For 
out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, 
false witness, slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with 
unwashed hands does not defile.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God who works wonders, whose way is holy: give us grace to meditate on 
your acts, and to declare your glorious power in all that we do. Amen.



Tuesday, November 14 – Consecration of Samuel Seabury 
 
 
From Psalm 133 
Oh, how good and pleasant it is, 
 when the community lives together in unity! 
It is like fine oil upon the head 
 that runs down upon the beard, 
Upon the beard of Aaron, 
 and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 
It is like the dew of Hermon 
 that falls upon the hills of Zion. 
For there the LORD has ordained the blessing: 
 life for evermore. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 9:35-38 
Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and 
every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then 
he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
  
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
We give you thanks, O Lord our God, for your goodness in bestowing upon 
us the gift of bishops, which we celebrate as we recall the consecration of 
Samuel Seabury; we pray that as we are joined in unity and nourished by your 
holy sacraments, we may share the good news of salvation; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 



Wednesday, November 15 
 
 
From Psalm 81 
Sing with joy to God our strength 
 and raise a loud shout to the God of Jacob. 
Raise a song and sound the timbrel, 
 the merry harp, and the lyre. 
For this is a statute for Israel, 
 a law of the God of Jacob. 
“O, that my people would listen to me! 
 that Israel would walk in my ways! 
I should soon subdue their enemies 
 and turn my hand against their foes. 
Those who hate the LORD would cringe before me, 
 and their punishment would last for ever. 
But Israel would I feed with the finest wheat 
 and satisfy them with honey from the rock.” 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 15:29-31 
After Jesus had left that place, he passed along the Sea of Galilee, and he went 
up the mountain, where he sat down. Great crowds came to him, bringing 
with them the lame, the maimed, the blind, the mute, and many others. They 
put them at his feet, and he cured them, so that the crowd was amazed when 
they saw the mute speaking, the maimed whole, the lame walking, and the 
blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Holy God, you bless and heal us: give us grace to listen, and courage to walk 
in your ways, that we might be satisfied with honey from the rock; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Thursday, November 16 – Margaret, Queen of Scotland 
 
 
From Psalm 112 
Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD 
 and have great delight in the LORD’s commandments! 
Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
 the generation of the upright will be blessed. 
Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 
 the righteous are merciful and full of compassion. 
It is good for them to be generous in lending 
 and to manage their affairs with justice. 
 
A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy 15:7-11 
If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in any of 
your towns within the land that the Lord your God is giving you, do not be 
hard-hearted or tight-fisted toward your needy neighbor. You should rather 
open your hand, willingly lending enough to meet the need, whatever it may 
be. Be careful that you do not entertain a mean thought, thinking, “The 
seventh year, the year of remission, is near,” and therefore view your needy 
neighbor with hostility and give nothing; your neighbor might cry to 
the Lord against you, and you would incur guilt. Give liberally and be 
ungrudging when you do so, for on this account the Lord your God will bless 
you in all your work and in all that you undertake. Since there will never cease 
to be some in need on the earth, I therefore command you, “Open your hand 
to the poor and needy neighbor in your land.” 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, you called blessed Margaret to an earthly throne that she might build 
your heavenly kingdom; you gave her hope for your church and love for your 
people: grant that we who remember her today may follow her example in 
hope and love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 



Friday, November 17 –  
180th Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Chicago 
 
 
From Psalm 91 
Because you have made the LORD your refuge, 
 and the Most High your habitation, 
There shall no evil happen to you, 
 neither shall any plague come near your dwelling. 
For God shall give the holy angels charge over you, 
 to keep you in all your ways. 
They shall bear you in their hands, 
 lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 16:13-18 
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some 
say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Simon Peter 
answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’ And Jesus 
answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God of all wisdom and understanding, be present with those who take 
counsel in the Diocese of Chicago for the renewal and mission of your 
church; teach us in all things to seek first your honor and glory; guide us to 
seek what is right, and grant us both the courage to pursue it and the grace to 
accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Saturday, November 18 – Hilda, Abbess of Whitby 
 
 
From Psalm 113 
Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD; 
 praise the name of the LORD. 
Let the name of the LORD be blessed, 
 form this time forth for evermore. 
From the rising of the sun to its going down 
 let the name of the LORD be praised. 
High above all nations is the LORD, 
 whose glory is above the heavens. 
The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust 
 and lifts up the poor from the ashes. 
The LORD makes the woman of a childless house 
 to be a joyful mother of children. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 19:27-29 
Peter replied to Jesus, “Look, we have left everything and followed you. What 
then will we have?” Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal 
of all things, when the Son of Man is seated on the throne of his glory, you 
who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or fields, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold, 
and will inherit eternal life.” 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God of peace, by whose grace Hilda was endowed with gifts of justice and 
strength to rule wisely over the nuns and monks of her household, and to 
become a trusted and reconciling friend to leaders of the church: raise up 
these gifts in us, that we may build up one another in love, as a blessing to 
your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 



Sunday, November 19 
 
 
From Psalm 123 
To you I lift up my eyes,  
 to you enthroned in the heavens. 
So our eyes look to you, O God, 
 until you show us your mercy. 
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy,  
 for we have had more than enough of contempt. 
 
A Reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not 
need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There 
is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor 
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, 
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you 
are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of 
darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and 
be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get 
drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God 
has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may 
live with him.  
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy scriptures to be written for our learning: 
grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we 
may hold fast to the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us 
in Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 



Monday, November 20 
 
 
From Psalm 89 
Your love, O LORD, for ever will I sing; 
 from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness. 
For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever; 
 you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens. 
The heavens bear witness to your wonders, O LORD,  
 and your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones; 
Who is like you, LORD God of hosts? 
 O mighty LORD, your faithfulness is all around you. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 17:1-7 
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and 
led them up a high mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before 
them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling 
white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with 
him. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, 
I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elijah.’ While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and from the cloud a voice said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; with him 
I am well pleased; listen to him!’ When the disciples heard this, they fell to 
the ground and were overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, 
saying, ‘Get up and do not be afraid.’  
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God of glory, it is good for us to be here: may we behold Christ again and 
always, in the witness of your apostles, and the message of your prophets; who 
abides with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever. Amen. 



Tuesday, November 21 
 
 
From Psalm 97 
The LORD is Sovereign; let the earth rejoice; 
 let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
Clouds and darkness are round about you, 
 righteousness and justice are the foundations of your throne. 
A fire goes before you 
 and burns up your enemies on every side. 
Your lightnings light up the world; 
 the earth sees it and is afraid 
The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD, 
 and all the people see your glory. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 17:14-21 
When they came to the crowd, a man came to him, knelt before him, and 
said, ‘Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers 
terribly; he often falls into the fire and often into the water. And I brought 
him to your disciples, but they could not cure him.’ Jesus answered, ‘You 
faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be with you? How 
much longer must I put up with you? Bring him here to me.’ And Jesus 
rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, and the boy was cured 
instantly. Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, ‘Why could we 
not cast it out?’ He said to them, ‘Because of your little faith. For truly I tell 
you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 
“Move from here to there”, and it will move; and nothing will be impossible 
for you.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God of righteousness and justice, nothing will be impossible with you: give us 
faith, even the size of a mustard seed, to do the work that you give us to do, 
that all the people may see your glory; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Wednesday, November 22 – CS Lewis 
 
 
From Psalm 139 
LORD, you have searched me out and known me; 
 you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
 you discern my thoughts from afar. 
You trace my journeys and my resting-places 
 and are acquainted with all my ways. 
Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, 
 but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 
Where can I go then from your Spirit? 
 where can I flee from your presence? 
If I climb up to heaven, you are there; 
 if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 
If I take the wings of the morning 
 and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
Even there, your hand will lead me 
 and your right hand hold me fast. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of John 16:12-15 
 ‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When 
the Spirit of truth comes, she will guide you into all the truth; for she will not 
speak on her own, but will speak whatever she hears, and she will declare to 
you the things that are to come. She will glorify me, because she will take what 
is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I 
said that she will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
God of searing truth and surpassing beauty, we give you thanks for Clive 
Staples Lewis, whose imagination lights fires of faith in the hearts of 
generations: surprise us also with your joy, and draw us into that new and 
abundant life which is ours in Jesus Christ, who abides with you and the Holy 
Spirit, in glory everlasting. Amen. 



Thursday, November 23 – Thanksgiving Day 
 
 
From Psalm 65 
You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; 
 the river of God is full of water. 
You prepare the grain, 
 for so you provide for the earth. 
You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 
 with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
You crown the year with your goodness, 
 and your paths overflow with plenty. 
May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 
 and the hills be clothed with joy. 
 
A Reading from the Second Letter to the Corinthians 9:6-11, 15 
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the 
one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as 
you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in 
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share 
abundantly in every good work. As it is written, “He scatters abroad, he gives 
to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” He who supplies seed to the 
sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 
increase the harvest of your righteousness. Thanks be to God for this 
indescribable gift! 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Gracious God, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season 
and for the work of those who harvest them: make us faithful stewards of your 
great bounty, for the provision and sustenance of all people, to the glory of 
your name; through Christ our Lord, who abides with you and the Holy 
Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen.



Friday, November 24 
 
 
From Psalm 102 
The nations shall fear your name, O LORD, 
 and all the rulers of the earth your glory. 
For you, O LORD, will build up Zion, 
 and your glory will appear. 
You will look with favor on the prayer of the homeless; 
 you will not despise their plea. 
Let this be written for a future generation, 
 so that a people yet unborn may praise the LORD. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 18:10-14 
Calling a child to him, Jesus put him in the midst of the disciples, and said, 
‘Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in 
heaven their angels continually see the face of my Father in heaven. What do 
you think? If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone 
astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of 
the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it 
more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of 
your Father in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost. If another 
member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the 
two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that 
one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so 
that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If 
the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender 
refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and 
a tax-collector.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Call us into your midst, O God, and look with favor upon our prayer; search 
us out when we are lost, and bring us always back to you; through Jesus our 
Good Shepherd, who will leave the ninety-nine to find us. Amen. 



Saturday, November 25 
 
 
Psalm 108 
My heart is firmly fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; 
 I will sing and make melody. 
Wake up, my spirit; awake, lute and harp; 
 I myself will waken the dawn. 
I will confess you among the peoples, O LORD; 
 I will sing praises to you among the nations. 
For your loving-kindness is greater than the heavens,  
 and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 
Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, 
 and your glory over all the earth. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 18:21-22 
Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church 
sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Confession and Blessing 
Almighty and most merciful God, we have erred and strayed from your ways 
like lost sheep, we have followed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts, we have offended against your holy laws; we have left undone those 
things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things which we 
ought not to have done. O Lord, have mercy upon us; spare those who 
confess their faults, restore those who are penitent, according to your 
promises declared to us all in Jesus Christ; and grant, for his sake, that we may 
from this time forward live a godly and righteous life, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, grant us absolution and remission of all our sins, true 
repentance, amendment of life, and the grace and consolation of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 



Sunday, November 26 – Christ the King 
 
 
From Psalm 95 
Come, let us sing to the LORD; 
 let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 
 and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms. 
For the LORD is a great God, 
 and a great king above all gods. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,  
 and kneel before the LORD our maker. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 25:31-36 
Jesus said, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with 
him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his 
right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right 
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’  
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Almighty God, whose will it is to restore all the world in your well-beloved 
son, Jesus Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords: mercifully grant that 
the people of the earth, now divided by sin, may be freed and returned to one 
another by his gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

  



Monday, November 27 
 
 
From Psalm 106 
Hallelujah! 
Give thanks to the LORD, who is good, 
 whose mercy endures for ever. 
Can anyone declare the mighty acts of the LORD 
 or show forth all God’s praise? 
Happy are those who act with justice, 
 and always do what is right! 
Remember me, O LORD, with the favor you have for your people, 
 and visit me with your saving help; 
That I may see the prosperity of your elect  
and be glad with the gladness of your people,  
 that I may glory with your inheritance. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 19:1-6 
Jesus left Galilee and went to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. Large 
crowds followed him, and he cured them there. Some Pharisees came to him, 
and to test him they asked, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any 
cause?’ He answered, ‘Have you not read that the one who made them at the 
beginning “made them male and female”, and said, “For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh”? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what 
God has joined together, let no one separate.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, you are good, and your mercy endures for ever: let nothing separate 
us from your love, that we may be glad with the gladness of your people, and 
we may glory in your inheritance of grace; through Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever. Amen. 



Tuesday, November 28 – Kamehameha and Emma 
 
 
From Psalm 97 
The LORD is Sovereign; let the earth rejoice; 
 let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
Clouds and darkness are round about you, 
 righteousness and justice are the foundations of your throne. 
A fire goes before you 
 and burns up your enemies on every side. 
The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD, 
 and all the people see your glory. 
 
A Reading from the Book of Proverbs 21:1-3 
The king’s heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; 
he turns it wherever he will. 
All deeds are right in the sight of the doer, 
but the Lord weighs the heart. 
To do righteousness and justice 
is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 25:37-40 
Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And 
when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave 
you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 
you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one 
of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ ” 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, who raised up and inspired Kamehameha and Emma to care for the 
people of Hawaii and to work for the good of your church: we give thanks for 
their witness to your good news, and ask that we, with them, may seek your 
everlasting glory; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Wednesday, November 29 
 
 
From Psalm 130 
Out of the depths have I called to you, O LORD; LORD, hear my voice; 
 let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication. 
If you, LORD, were to note what is done amiss, 
 O LORD, who could stand? 
For there is forgiveness with you; 
 therefore you shall be feared. 
I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits for you; 
 in your word is my hope. 
My soul waits for the LORD, more than watchmen for the morning, 
 more than watchmen for the morning. 
O Israel, wait for the LORD, 
 for with the LORD there is mercy. 
There is plenteous redemption with the LORD, 
 who will redeem Israel from all their sins. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 19:27-30 
Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed you. 
What then will we have?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, at the renewal of 
all things, when the Son of Man is seated on the throne of his glory, you who 
have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or fields, for my name’s sake, will receive a 
hundredfold, and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, 
and the last will be first.’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Gracious God, all we have is what you have given us: help us entrust ourselves 
to your call, following where you would lead the way; for with you there is 
mercy and plenteous redemption, and in your word is our hope. Amen. 



Thursday, November 30 – Andrew, Apostle 
 
 
From Psalm 19 
The heavens declare the glory of God, 
 and the firmament shows forth the work of God’s hands. 
One day tells its tale to another, 
 and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
Although they have no words or language, 
 and their voices are not heard, 
Their sound has gone out into all lands, 
 and their message to the ends of the world. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 4:18-22 
As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is 
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were 
fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for 
people.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from 
there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, 
in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 
Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O God, you gave grace to your apostle Andrew to readily hear and 
immediately follow the call of your son Jesus Christ, and to bring his brother 
with him: when we are called by your Holy Word, give us courage to follow 
him without delay, and to bring others into his gracious presence, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



Friday, December 1 
 
 
From Psalm 141 
O LORD, I call to you; come to me quickly; 
 hear my voice when I cry to you. 
Let my prayer be set forth in your sight as incense, 
 the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
Set a watch before my mouth, O LORD, and guard the door of my lips; 
 let not my heart incline to any evil thing. 
Let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers, 
 nor eat of their choice foods. 
Let the wicked fall into their own nets, 
 while I myself escape. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 20:17-22 
While Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside by 
themselves, and said to them on the way, ‘See, we are going up to Jerusalem, 
and the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and scribes, and 
they will condemn him to death; then they will hand him over to the Gentiles 
to be mocked and flogged and crucified; and on the third day he will be 
raised.’ Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, 
and kneeling before him, she asked a favor of him. And he said to her, ‘What 
do you want?’ She said to him, ‘Declare that these two sons of mine will sit, 
one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.’ But Jesus 
answered, ‘You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the 
cup that I am about to drink?’ 
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
O LORD, hear our voice when we cry out to you and we do not know what we 
are asking; give us grace to follow you, step by step, to Jerusalem. Amen. 



Saturday, December 2 
 
 
Psalm 137 
By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept, 
 when we remembered you, O Zion. 
As for our harps, we hung them up 
 on the trees in the midst of that land. 
For those who led us away captive asked us for a song, 
and our oppressors called for mirth: 
 “Sing us one of the songs of Zion.” 
How shall we sing the LORD’s song 
 upon an alien soil? 
If I forget you, O Jerusalem, 
 let my right hand forget its skill. 
Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth if I do not remember you, 
 if I do not set Jerusalem above my highest joy. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 20:29-34 
As Jesus and the disciples were leaving Jericho, a large crowd followed. There 
were two blind men sitting by the roadside. When they heard that Jesus was 
passing by, they shouted, ‘Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!’ The crowd 
sternly ordered them to be quiet; but they shouted even more loudly, ‘Have 
mercy on us, Lord, Son of David!’ Jesus stood still and called them, saying, 
‘What do you want me to do for you?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, let our eyes be 
opened.’ Moved with compassion, Jesus touched their eyes. Immediately they 
regained their sight and followed him.  
 
Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The Collect 
Have mercy on us, O God, and open our hearts to your love, which is our 
highest joy; lead us back to the land of our true home, the place of our return 
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, in whom all our prayers are complete. 
Amen. 



Prayers  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name,  
    thy kingdom come,  
    thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
    as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
    but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
    and the power, and the glory,  
    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  
    hallowed be your Name,  
    your kingdom come,  
    your will be done,  
        on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
    as we forgive those  
        who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
    and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
    and the glory are yours,  
    now and for ever. Amen. 

  
A Prayer for Grace at Meals 
Give us grateful hearts, O God, for all your mercies, and make us mindful of 
the needs of others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Prayer for Guidance 
O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light rises up in 
darkness for the godly: grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace 
to ask what you would have us do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save us from 
all false choices, and that in your light we may see light, and in your path we 
may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
A Prayer attributed to St. Francis 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow 
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there 
is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be 
consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to 
love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are 
pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 



This compilation of scripture and prayer draws on, and adapts from, a 
number of resources: The Holy Bible – NRSV, The Book of Common Prayer, 
Enriching Our Worship, The New Zealand Book of Common Prayer, A Psalter for the 
Christian People, The Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship, Opening Prayers: 
Collects in Contemporary Language, and To Bless the Space Between Us: A Book of 
Blessings 
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