
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Prayer 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter through the Week after Trinity Sunday 

April 29 – June 2, 2018 

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church – Wilmette, Illinois 



  



Welcome to this booklet of Common Prayer. 
 

On each page, you will find passages of scripture appointed for that day, a 

space to offer your own prayers for yourself and for others, an invitation to 

pray the Lord’s Prayer, and a prayer that reflects the readings, known as a 

collect because it “collects” our prayers. 

 

My prayer for you is that this booklet will support your life of prayer. As 

you write in it, draw in it, pray from it, and carry it with you, may you know 

yourself as beloved of God. Because you are. 

 

Please use these booklets, and share them. Would you like to receive a 

booklet by mail, or share one with someone? Contact me with their names 

and mailing information: kristin.white@staschurch.org.  

 

Blessings on you all. Thanks for praying. 

 

In Christ, 

Kristin+ 

  



Sunday, April 29 – Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

 
From Psalm 22 

My praise is of God in the great assembly; 

 I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship the 

 LORD. 

The poor shall eat and be satisfied,  

and those who seek the LORD shall give praise: 

 “May your heart live for ever!” 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to God, 

 and all the families of the nations shall bow before the LORD. 

My soul shall live for God; my descendants shall serve the LORD; 

 they shall be known as the LORD’s for ever. 

They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn 

 the saving deeds that God has done. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 15:1-5 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every 

branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 

make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I 

have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 

bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 

abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and 

I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.” 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, you graft us to Christ, our true vine, and you nurture our growth: 

tend the vineyard of your church, that each branch may bring forth abundant 

fruits of faith and love, to the glory of your name; through Jesus Christ, our 

resurrection and our life. Amen. 



Monday, April 30 – Catherine of Siena (transferred) 
 

 

From Psalm 119 

Your hands have made me and fashioned me; 

 give me understanding, that I may learn your commandments. 

Those who fear you will be glad when they see me, 

 because I trust in your word. 

Let your loving-kindness be my comfort,  

 as you have promised to your servant. 

Let your compassion come to me, that I may live, 

 for your law is my delight. 

Let the arrogant be put to shame, for they wrong me with lies; 

 but I will meditate on your commandments. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 12:22-24, 29-31  

Jesus said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 

what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more 

than food, and the body more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they 

neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God 

feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! And do not 

keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not 

keep worrying. For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these 

things, and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, strive for his 

kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.” 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Everlasting God, you kindled the flame of holy love in the heart of blessed 

Catherine that she devoted her life to the poor and the sick, and to the peace 

and unity of the church: grant that we also may share in the mystery of 

Christ’s death, and rejoice in the ways we see his glory; who abides with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



Tuesday, May 1 – Philip and James, Apostles 

 
 

From Psalm 119 

Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 

 and I shall keep it to the end. 

Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; 

 I shall keep it with all my heart. 

Make me go in the path of your commandments,  

 for that is my desire. 

Incline my heart to your decrees 

 and not to unjust gain. 

Behold, I long for your commandments; 

 in your righteousness preserve my life. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 12:20-25 

Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’ Jesus 

said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not 

know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show 

us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in 

me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father 

who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the 

Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 

themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 

works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am 

going to the Father.’ 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, you gave your apostles Philip and James the grace to bear witness to 

your truth: grant that we, following their example, may glorify Jesus in our life 

and in our death; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 



 

Wednesday, May 2 

 

 

From Psalm 119 

Remember your word to your servant, 

 because you have given me hope. 

This is my comfort in my trouble, 

 that your promise gives me life. 

The proud have derided me cruelly, 

 but I have not turned from your law. 

When I remember your judgments of old, 

 O LORD, I take great comfort. 

Your statutes have been like songs to me 

 wherever I have lived as a stranger. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 5:17-19 

Jesus said: ‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; 

I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and 

earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the 

law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of 

these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least 

in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be 

called great in the kingdom of heaven.’ 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

God of the law and the prophets: give us grace to follow your commandments 

and to teach them, that your desire may be fulfilled; make your statutes like 

songs for us wherever we live as strangers, ever trusting that we are kindred in 

your kingdom; through Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 



Thursday, May 3 
 

 

From Psalm 50 

The LORD, the God of gods, has spoken 

 and has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. 

Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, 

 God shines forth in glory. 

Our God will come and will not keep silence; 

 before God there is a consuming flame, 

 and round about a raging storm. 

God calls the heavens and the earth from above 

 to witness the judgment of the chosen people. 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving 

 and make good your vows to the Most High. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 5:23-26 

Jesus said: ‘So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember 

that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there 

before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then 

come and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you 

are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the 

judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Truly I 

tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.’ 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Give us grace to hear your word spoken, O God, and to see you shine forth in 

glory; reconcile us to one another, that, together we may find ourselves 

reconciled to you; through Christ our Lord, who abides with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



Friday, May 4 – Monnica, Mother of Augustine of Hippo 

 

 

From Psalm 115 

The LORD has been mindful of us and will bless us; 

 the LORD will bless the house of Israel 

 and will bless the house of Aaron; 

The LORD will bless the God-fearing, 

 both small and great together. 

May the LORD increase you more and more, 

 you and your children after you. 

May you be blessed by the LORD, 

 the maker of heaven and earth. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 7:11-17 

Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went 

with him. As he approached the gate of the town, a man who had died was 

being carried out. He was his mother’s only son, and she was a widow; and 

with her was a large crowd from the town. When the Lord saw her, he had 

compassion for her and said to her, “Do not weep.” Then he came forward 

and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I 

say to you, rise!” The dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him 

to his mother. Fear seized all of them; and they glorified God, saying, “A great 

prophet has risen among us!” and “God has looked favorably on his people!” 

This word about him spread throughout Judea and all the surrounding 

country. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O Lord, you strengthened your servant Monnica to persevere in offering her 

love and prayers and tears for the conversion of her husband and of blessed 

Augustine, their son: deepen our faith, and help us to bring others, even our 

own kindred, to the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ; who with you and 

the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



Saturday, May 5 
 

 

From Psalm 139 

LORD, you have searched me out and known me; 

 you know my sitting down and my rising up; 

 you discern my thoughts from afar. 

You trace my journeys and my resting-places 

 and are acquainted with all my ways. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

 it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 

Where can I go then from your Spirit? 

 where can I flee from your presence? 

If I climb up to heaven, you are there; 

 if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 

If I take the wings of the morning 

 and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 

Even there your hand will lead me 

 and your right hand hold me fast. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 5:38-42 

‘You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 

tooth.” But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you 

on the right cheek, turn the other also; and if anyone wants to sue you and 

take your coat, give your cloak as well; and if anyone forces you to go one 

mile, go also the second mile. Give to everyone who begs from you, and do 

not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

God of grace: hold us, with your right hand, in the times when we face evil; 

for you have searched us out; you know us, from our sitting down to our 

rising up; help us always to trust that you will find us, lead us, and hold us 

fast. Amen. 

   



Sunday, May 6 – Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

 

From Psalm 22 

My praise is on God in the great assembly; 

 I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship God. 

My soul shall live for God; my descendants shall serve the LORD; 

 they shall be known as the LORD’s for ever. 

They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn 

 the saving deeds that God has done. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 15:1-8 

Jesus said to his disciples, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine 

grower. He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that 

bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been 

cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. 

Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. 

Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me 

you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 

branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 

burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 

wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 

much fruit and become my disciples.” 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, to know you is to have everlasting life: grant us so fully to know 

Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may follow his steps in 

the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, who abides with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  



Monday, May 7  
 

 

From Psalm 57 

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful, for I have taken refuge in you; 

 in the shadow of your wings will I take refuge 

 until this time of trouble has gone by. 

My heart is firmly fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; 

 I will sing and make melody. 

Wake up, my spirit; awake, lute and harp; 

 I myself will waken the dawn. 

I will confess you among the peoples, O LORD; 

 I will sing praise to you among the nations. 

Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God,  

 and your glory over all the earth. 

 

A Reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians 4:13-18 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those 

who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no 

hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 

Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to 

you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the 

coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the 

Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the 

sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ 

will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the 

clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with 

the Lord for ever. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

We who are alive fix our hearts on you, O God; we who are alive take refuge 

in you, confess you among the peoples, sing praises to you: give us grace to 

encourage one another, in hope, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



Tuesday, May 8 – Julian of Norwich 
 

 

From Psalm 27 

One thing have I asked of the LORD; one thing I seek; 

 that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; 

To behold the fair beauty of the LORD, 

 to seek God in the temple. 

For on the day of trouble the LORD shall shelter me in safety; 

 the LORD shall hide me in the secrecy of the holy place  

 and set me high upon a rock. 

Hearken to my voice, O LORD, when I call; 

 have mercy on me and answer me. 

You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.” 

 Your face, LORD, will I seek. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 4:23-26 

Jesus said to the Samaritan woman, “The hour is coming, and is now here, 

when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the 

Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who 

worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I 

know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will 

proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking 

to you.” 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, in your compassion you gave Julian revelations of your nurturing and 

sustaining love: move our hearts, like hers, to seek you above all things, for in 

giving us yourself you give us all; through Jesus Christ, in whom all our 

prayers are complete. Amen. 

 



Wednesday, May 9 – Gregory of Nazianzus, Bishop  
 

 

From Psalm 37 

Put your trust in the LORD and do good; 

 dwell in the land and feed on its riches. 

Take delight in the LORD, 

 who shall give you your heart’s desire. 

Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, 

 who will bring it to pass. 

The LORD will make your righteousness as clear as the light 

 and your just dealing as the noonday. 

 

A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians 3:14-19 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in 

heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his 

glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with 

power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 

faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have 

the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length 

and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 

knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, you revealed to your glorious majesty and perfect love as one 

God in Trinity of Persons: give us grace that, like your bishop Gregory of 

Nazianzus, we may continue steadfast in the confession of this faith, and 

constant in our worship of you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; for you live and 

reign for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

  

  



Thursday, May 10 – Ascension Day 

 

 

From Psalm 47 

God has gone up with a shout, 

 the LORD with the sound of the ram’s horn. 

For God is Sovereign of all the earth; 

 sing praises with all your skill. 

God reigns over the nations; 

 God sits upon heaven’s holy throne. 

The rulers of the earth belong to God, 

 and God is highly exalted. 

 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 1:6-11 

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when 

you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know 

the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 

cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up 

towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, 

‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, 

who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 

you saw him go into heaven.’ 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, whose blessed son Jesus ascended far above all heavens that he 

might fill all things: mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his 

promise, he abides with his Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 

  

  



Friday, May 11 
 

From Psalm 106 

Hallelujah! Give thanks to the LORD, who is good, 

 whose mercy endures for ever. 

Can anyone declare the mighty acts of the LORD 

 or show forth all God’s praise? 

Happy are those who act with justice 

 and always do what is right! 

Remember me, O LORD, with the favor you have for your people, 

 and visit me with your saving help. 

That I may see the prosperity of your elect 

and be glad with the gladness of your people, 

 that I may glory with your inheritance. 

 

A Reading from the Second Letter to the Thessalonians 2:13-17 

But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved 

by the Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through 

sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth. For this purpose 

he called you through our proclamation of the good news, so that you may 

obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers and sisters, stand 

firm and hold fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by word 

of mouth or by our letter. Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God 

our Father, who loved us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good 

hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Make us glad with the gladness of your people, O God, that we may stand 

firm and hold fast to the faith that is our inheritance; give us grace to share 

that gift of good news with others, that they too may be comforted and 

strengthened in their work and their words, and always to your glory; through 

Jesus Christ, who abides with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever. 

Amen.  



Saturday, May 12 

 
 

From Psalm 27 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

 the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid? 

Though an army should encamp against me, 

 yet my heart shall not be afraid; 

And though war should rise up against me, 

 yet will I put my trust in the LORD. 

One thing have I asked of the LORD; one thing I seek; 

 that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; 

To behold the fair beauty of the LORD, 

 to seek God in the temple. 

What if I had not believed that I should see the goodness of the LORD 

 in the land of the living! 

O tarry and await the LORD’s pleasure; 

be strong, and the LORD shall comfort your heart; 

 wait patiently for the LORD. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 7:15-20 

‘Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly 

are ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered 

from thorns, or figs from thistles? In the same way, every good tree bears good 

fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor 

can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will know them by their fruits. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, the strength of our life: give us grace to trust in you when our 

hearts would be afraid, and wisdom to discern between good fruits and false 

prophets; comfort our hearts, and help us to wait patiently for you. Amen. 



Sunday, May 13 – Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 

 

From Psalm 1 

Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 

 nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

 and on this law they meditate day and night. 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 

bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; 

 everything they do shall prosper. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 17:6-11 

‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 

They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 

word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the 

words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them 

and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent 

me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but 

on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are 

yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am 

no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 

Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they 

may be one, as we are one. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect  

O God, the king of glory, you have exalted your Christ with great triumph to 

your kingdom in heaven: do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy 

Spirit to strengthen us, and exalt us to that place where our Savior Christ has 

gone before; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in 

glory everlasting. Amen. 

  

  



Monday, May 14 – Frances Perkins, Public Servant 
 

 
From Psalm 37 

The righteous are always generous in their lending, 

 and their children shall be a blessing. 

For the LORD loves justice 

 and does not forsake the faithful. 

They shall be kept safe for ever, 

 but the offspring of the wicked shall be destroyed. 

The righteous shall possess the land 

 and dwell in it for ever. 

 

A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy 15:7-11 

If there is among you anyone in need, a member of your community in any of 

your towns within the land that the Lord your God is giving you, do not be 

hard-hearted or tight-fisted towards your needy neighbor. You should rather 

open your hand, willingly lending enough to meet the need, whatever it may 

be. Be careful that you do not entertain a mean thought, thinking, ‘The 

seventh year, the year of remission, is near’, and therefore view your needy 

neighbor with hostility and give nothing; your neighbor might cry to 

the Lord against you, and you would incur guilt. Give liberally and be 

ungrudging when you do so, for on this account the Lord your God will bless 

you in all your work and in all that you undertake. Since there will never cease 

to be some in need on the earth, I therefore command you, ‘Open your hand 

to the poor and needy neighbor in your land.’ 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Loving God, we bless you for Frances Perkins, who, in faithfulness to her 

baptism worked to build a society in which all could live in health and 

decency: help us to follow her example and join her prayers and actions, 

striving for justice and for the protection of all, that we may be faithful 

followers of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 



 Tuesday, May 15 

 

 

From Psalm 97 

Clouds and darkness are round about you, 

 righteousness and justice are the foundations of your throne. 

A fire goes before you 

 and burns up your enemies on every side. 

Your lightnings light up the world; 

 the earth sees it and is afraid. 

The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD,  

 and all the peoples see your glory. 

Light has sprung up for the righteous, 

 and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted. 

 

A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians 3:14-21 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in 

heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his 

glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with 

power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 

faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have 

the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length 

and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 

knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to him 

who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more 

than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 

Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen.  

  

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

The heavens declare your righteousness, O God: dwell in our hearts through 

faith, and ground us in your love, which surpasses all that we can know; then 

work through us to accomplish more than we can ask, more than we can 

imagine, that all people might see your glory; through Christ our Lord, who 

abides with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever. Amen.  



 Wednesday, May 16 

 

 

From Psalm 101 

I will sing of mercy and justice; 

 to you, O LORD, will I sing praises. 

I will strive to follow a blameless course; oh, when will you come to me? 

 I will walk with sincerity of heart within my house. 

I will set no worthless thing before my eyes; 

 I hate the doers of evil deeds; they shall not remain with me. 

A crooked heart shall be far from me; 

 I will not know evil. 

My eyes are upon the faithful in the land, that they may dwell with me, 

 and only those who lead a blameless life shall be my servants. 

 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 4:2-3, 5-6 

On that day the branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious, and the 

fruit of the land shall be the pride and glory of the survivors of Israel. 

Whoever is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy, everyone 

who has been recorded for life in Jerusalem. Then the Lord will create over 

the whole site of Mount Zion and over its places of assembly a cloud by day 

and smoke and the shining of a flaming fire by night. Indeed, over all the 

glory there will be a canopy. It will serve as a pavilion, a shade by day from the 

heat, and a refuge and a shelter from the storm and rain.  

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Gracious God, you knit together what has been torn apart, you bind up what 

is broken: mend our crooked hearts, direct our wayward paths, redeem our 

mistaken deeds; set your canopy over us, that we might sing of mercy and 

justice, that we might walk with sincerity of heart, that we will always find our 

refuge and home in you. Amen. 

 

 



Thursday, May 17 – Thurgood Marshall 
 

 

From Psalm 34 

The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, 

 and the ears of the LORD are open to their cry. 

The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, 

 to root out the remembrance of them from the earth. 

The righteous cry, and the LORD hears them 

 and delivers them from all their troubles. 

The LORD is near to the brokenhearted 

 and will save those whose spirits are crushed. 

Many are the troubles of the righteous, 

 but the LORD will deliver the just out of them all. 

The LORD will keep safe the bones of the righteous; 

 not one of them shall be broken. 

The LORD ransoms the life of those chosen to serve, 

 and none will be punished who trust in the LORD. 

 

A Reading from the Book of Amos 5:12-15 

For I know how many are your transgressions, and how great are your sins— 

you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and push aside the needy in 

the gate. Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; for it is an evil 

time. Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the Lord, the God of 

hosts, will be with you, just as you have said. Hate evil and love good, and 

establish justice in the gate; it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, will be 

gracious to the remnant of Joseph.  

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Gracious God, you blessed your servant Thurgood with courage to discern 

and speak the truth: grant that, following his example, we may know you and 

recognize that we are all your children, brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ, 

who teaches us to love one another; and who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



Friday, May 18 
 

 

From Psalm 102 

LORD, hear my prayer, and let my cry come before you; 

 hide not your face from me in the day of my trouble. 

Incline your ear to me; 

 when I call, make haste to answer me, 

For my days drift away like smoke, 

 and my bones are hot as burning coals. 

My heart is smitten like grass and withered, 

 so that I forget to eat my bread. 

But you, O LORD, endure for ever, 

 and your name from age to age. 

You will arise and have compassion on Zion, 

for it is time to have mercy upon it; 

 indeed, the appointed time has come. 

For you, O LORD, will build up Zion, 

 and your glory will appear. 

 

A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah 31:31-33 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the 

covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 

bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was 

their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with 

the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within 

them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 

be my people.  

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O Lord, it is time for mercy; indeed, the time has come to renew your 

covenant: so put your law within us, write it on our hearts; help us to know, 

again and always, that we are your people, that you are our God. Amen. 



Saturday, May 19 
 

 

From Psalm 108 

My heart is firmly fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; 

 I will sing and make melody. 

Wake up, my spirit; awake, lute and harp; 

 I myself will waken the dawn. 

I will confess you among the peoples, O LORD; 

 I will sing praises to you among the nations. 

For your loving-kindness is greater than the heavens, 

 and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 

Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God,  

 and your glory over all the earth. 

 

A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel 36:22-27 

Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your 

sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy 

name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. I will 

sanctify my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and 

which you have profaned among them; and the nations shall know that I am 

the Lord, says the Lord God, when through you I display my holiness before 

their eyes. I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the 

countries, and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon 

you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your 

idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put 

within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you 

a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my 

statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Put a new heart within us, O God; fill us with your loving-kindness, guide us 

by your faithfulness, gather us from all the nations, and bring us home to you; 

through Christ our Lord, in whom all our prayers are complete. Amen. 



Sunday, May 20 – Day of Pentecost  
 

 

From Psalm 104 

May your glory, O LORD, endure for ever; 

 may you rejoice in all your works. 

You look at the earth and it trembles; 

 you touch the mountains and they smoke. 

I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 

 I will praise my God while I have my being. 

Bless the LORD, O my soul. 

 Hallelujah! 

 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles 2:1-8 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 

And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 

wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, 

as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of 

them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, 

as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation 

under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and 

was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language 

of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 

language?’ 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, on this day you opened the way of life to all nations and people by 

the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: shed abroad this gift throughout the 

world by the preaching of the gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the 

earth; through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  



Monday, May 21 – The Book of Common Prayer 
 

From Psalm 33 

Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous; 

 it is good for the just to sing praises. 

Praise the LORD with the harp; 

 play upon the psaltery and lyre. 

Sing for the LORD a new song; 

 sound a fanfare with all your skill upon the trumpet. 

For your word, O LORD, is right, 

 and all your works are sure. 

You love righteousness and justice; 

 your loving-kindness, O LORD, fills the whole earth. 

Our soul waits for you, O LORD; 

 you are our help and our shield. 

Indeed, our heart rejoices in you, 

 for in your holy name we put our trust. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 4:21-24 

Jesus said to the woman at the well, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming 

when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 

You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation 

is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks 

such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must 

worship in spirit and truth.” 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Almighty and everliving God, whose servant Thomas Cranmer, with others, 

restored the language of the people in the prayers of your church: make us 

always thankful for this legacy, and help us so to pray in the Spirit and with 

understanding, that we may worthily magnify your holy name; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who abides with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 



Tuesday, May 22 

 

 

From Psalm 121 

I lift up my eyes to the hills; 

 from where is my help to come? 

My help comes from the LORD, 

 the maker of heaven and earth. 

The LORD will not let your foot be moved, 

 and the One who watches over you will not fall asleep. 

Behold, the One who keeps watch over Israel 

 shall neither slumber nor sleep; 

It is the LORD who watches over you; 

 the LORD is your shade at your right hand, 

So that the sun shall not strike you by day, 

 nor the moon by night. 

The LORD shall preserve you from all evil; 

 the LORD shall keep you safe. 

The LORD shall watch over your going out and your coming in, 

 from this time forth for evermore. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 9:35-38 

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 

and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and 

every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, for 

they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. He said to his 

disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the 

Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.’ 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O Lord, you watch over our going out and our coming in: by your 

compassion, preserve us from all evil and keep us safe, that we may proclaim 

the good news of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ, who abides with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



Wednesday, May 23 

 

 

From Psalm 130 

I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits for you; 

 in your word is my hope. 

My soul waits for the LORD, more than watchmen for the morning, 

 more than watchmen for the morning. 

O Israel, wait for the LORD, 

 for with the LORD there is mercy; 

There is plenteous redemption with the LORD, 

 who shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 10:5-14 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go nowhere 

among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to 

the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news, “The 

kingdom of heaven has come near.” Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the 

lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment; give without 

payment. Take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your 

journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff; for laborers deserve their 

food. Whatever town or village you enter, find out who in it is worthy, and 

stay there until you leave. As you enter the house, greet it. If the house is 

worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not worthy, let your peace 

return to you. If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake 

off the dust from your feet as you leave that house or town. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Gracious God, let your peace be upon us, as our hope is in you; through Jesus 

Christ, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever. 

Amen. 



Thursday, May 24 – Jackson Kemper, Missionary Bishop 
 

 

From Psalm 67 

O God, be merciful to us and bless us; 

 show us the light of your countenance and come to us. 

Let your ways be known upon earth, 

 your saving health among all nations. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

 let all the peoples praise you. 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

 for you judge the peoples with equity  

 and guide all the nations upon earth. 

The earth has brought forth its increase; 

 may God, our own God, bless us. 

O God, give us your blessing; 

 may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of you. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 28:16-20 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 

teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 

remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, in wisdom Jackson Kemper was chosen first missionary bishop in this 

land, and by his work and travel churches were established throughout the 

west: grant that we may be faithful to its mission, and have the vision, 

courage, and perseverance to make known the good news of Jesus Christ; who 

with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and 

ever. Amen. 



Friday, May 25 – Bede the Venerable, Priest and Bishop 
 

 

From Psalm 78 

Hear my teaching, O my people; 

 incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

I will open my mouth in a parable; 

 I will declare the mysteries of ancient times. 

That which we have heard and known, and what our ancestors have told us, 

 we will not hide from their children. 

We will recount to generations to come 

 the praiseworthy deeds and the power of the LORD, 

 and the wonderful works God has done. 

 

A Reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians 15:1-8 

Now I should remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I 

proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 

through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that 

I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that 

Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was 

buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 

scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he 

appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of 

whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then 

to all the apostles. Last of all, as to someone untimely born, he appeared also 

to me. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, you enriched your church with the learning and holiness of your 

servant Bede: grant us to find in scripture and prayer the image of your son 

Jesus Christ, and to shape our lives according to his likeness, to the glory of 

your name and the benefit of your church; through the same Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 



Saturday, May 26 – Augustine, Archbishop of Canterbury 
 

 

From Psalm 66 

Be joyful in God, all you lands; 

 sing the glory of God’s name; sing the glory of God’s praise. 

All the earth bows down before you, 

 sings to you, sings out your name. 

Come now and see the works of God, 

 how wonderful God’s actions toward all people. 

Bless our God, you peoples; 

 make the voice of praise to be heard. 

God holds our souls in life, 

 and will not allow our feet to slip. 

 

A Reading from the Second Letter to the Corinthians 5:17-20 

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; 

see, everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to 

himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; that 

is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 

trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So 

we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, you called your apostles and sent them forth to preach the gospel to 

all nations: we bless you for your servant Augustine, first Archbishop of 

Canterbury, whose work in building your church among the English people 

we remember today; and we pray that all those you call and send may do your 

will, and bide your time, and see your glory; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



Sunday, May 27 – Trinity Sunday 

 
 

From Psalm 29 

Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 

 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory that is due the holy name; 

 worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 

The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 

 the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 

The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 

 the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 

And in the temple of the LORD 

 all are crying “Glory!” 

 

A Reading from the Letter to the Romans 8:12-17 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 

according to the flesh -- for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but 

if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all 

who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive 

a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of 

adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness 

with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs 

of God and joint heirs with Christ -- if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we 

may also be glorified with him. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, you have given us grace, by the confession of faith, to 

acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity: keep us steadfast in this faith and 

worship, and bring us at last to see you in your one and eternal glory; who 

with the Son and the Holy Spirit abides, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



Monday, May 28 – Memorial Day 
 

 

From Psalm 47 

The LORD subdues the peoples under us, 

 and the nations under our feet. 

The LORD chooses our inheritance for us, 

 the pride of the beloved Jacob. 

God has gone up with a shout, 

 the LORD with the sound of the ram’s horn 

God reigns over the nations; 

 God sits upon heaven’s holy throne. 

The rulers of the earth belong to God, 

 and God is highly exalted. 

 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 26:1-8 

On that day this song will be sung in the land of Judah: We have a strong city; 

he sets up victory like walls and bulwarks. Open the gates, so that the 

righteous nation that keeps faith may enter in. Those of steadfast mind you 

keep in peace—in peace because they trust in you. Trust in the Lord for ever, 

for in the Lord God you have an everlasting rock. For he has brought low the 

inhabitants of the height; the lofty city he lays low. He lays it low to the 

ground, casts it to the dust. The foot tramples it, the feet of the poor, the 

steps of the needy. The way of the righteous is level; O Just One, you make 

smooth the path of the righteous. In the path of your judgments, O Lord, we 

wait for you; your name and your renown are the soul’s desire. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, to 

serve you in freedom and in peace: give to the people of our country a zeal for 

justice and the strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in 

accordance with your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who abides with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 



Tuesday, May 29 

 

 

From Psalm 13 

Look upon me and answer me, O LORD my God; 

 give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death. 

Lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed,” 

 and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 

But I put my trust in your mercy; 

 my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 

I will sing to you, O LORD, for you have dealt with me richly; 

 I will praise the name of the LORD most high. 

 

A Reading from the First Letter of John 5:1-5 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 

everyone who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love 

the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. For 

the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his 

commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers 

the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it 

that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 

God? 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Almighty God, make our hearts joyful as we trust in your mercy, for whatever 

is born of you will prevail. Amen. 



Wednesday, May 30 – Joan of Arc, Mystic and Soldier 

 

 

From Psalm 144 

Blessed be the LORD my rock! 

 who trains my hands to fight and my fingers to battle; 

My help and my fortress, my stronghold and my deliverer, 

 my shield in whom I trust, who subdues the peoples under me. 

O LORD, what are we that you should care for us? 

 mere mortals that you should think of us? 

Rescue me from the hurtful sword 

 and deliver me from the hand of foreign people, 

Whose mouths speak deceitfully 

 and whose right hand is raised in falsehood. 

 

A Reading from the Second Letter to the Corinthians 3:1-6 

Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Surely we do not need, as 

some do, letters of recommendation to you or from you, do we? You 

yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, to be known and read by all; 

and you show that you are a letter of Christ, prepared by us, written not with 

ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on 

tablets of human hearts. Such is the confidence that we have through Christ 

toward God. Not that we are competent of ourselves to claim anything as 

coming from us; our competence is from God, who has made us competent to 

be ministers of a new covenant, not of letter but of spirit; for the letter kills, 

but the Spirit gives life. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, your power is made perfect in weakness: we honor you for calling 

Joan of Arc, who, though young, rose to bear your standard for her country, 

and endured with grace both victory and defeat; we pray that we, like her, may 

bear witness to the truth that is in us and to give ourselves bravely to the 

struggle for justice; through Christ our savior, who with you and the Holy 

Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 



 Thursday, May 31 – Visitation of Mary, Mother of God 

 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 1:39-57 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 

country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 

When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And 

why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For 

as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped 

for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 

what was spoken to her by the Lord.” And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the 

Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor 

on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call 

me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his 

name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He 

has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 

of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent 

the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his 

mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to 

his descendants forever.” And Mary remained with her about three months 

and then returned to her home. Now the time came for Elizabeth to give 

birth, and she bore a son. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, by your grace the mother of your incarnate son was blessed in bearing 

him, but still more blessed in keeping your word: grant us who honor her, to 

follow the example of her devotion to your will; through Jesus Christ, who 

abides with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

  



Friday, June 1 – Justin, Martyr at Rome 

 
 

From Psalm 16 

O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 

 it is you who uphold my lot. 

I have set the LORD always before me; 

 because you are at my right hand I shall not fall. 

My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 

 my body also shall rest in hope. 

For you will not abandon me to the grave, 

 nor let your holy one see the pit. 

You will show me the path of life; 

 in your presence there is fullness of joy, 

 and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

 

A Reading from the Gospel of John 12:44-50 

Then Jesus cried aloud: “Whoever believes in me believes not in me but in 

him who sent me. And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. I have come 

as light into the world, so that everyone who believes in me should not 

remain in the darkness. I do not judge anyone who hears my words and does 

not keep them, for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. The 

one who rejects me and does not receive my word has a judge; on the last day 

the word that I have spoken will serve as judge, for I have not spoken on my 

own, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment 

about what to say and what to speak. And I know that his commandment is 

eternal life. What I speak, therefore, I speak just as the Father has told me.” 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

O God, you have given your church wisdom and revealed deep and secret 

things: grant that we, like your servant Justin, may find your truth an abiding 

refuge throughout our lives; through Jesus Christ, who with the Holy Spirit 

lives and reigns with you, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 



Saturday, June 2 – Blandina and Her Companions 
 

 

From Psalm 34 

Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; 

 let us exalt the name of the LORD together. 

I sought the LORD, who answered me 

 and delivered me out of all my terror. 

Look upon the LORD and be radiant, 

 and let not your faces be ashamed. 

I called in my affliction and the LORD heard me 

 and saved me from all my troubles. 

 

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter 1:3-9 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he 

has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 

and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power 

of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In 

this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various 

trials, so that the genuineness of your faith -- being more precious than gold 

that, though perishable, is tested by fire -- may be found to result in praise and 

glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen 

him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in 

him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving 

the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 

Prayers for Others, for Ourselves, and for the World 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

The Collect 

Grant, O God, that as we keep the feast of the holy martyrs Blandina and her 

companions, we may follow their example, and love you even though we have 

not seen you, and may endure the sufferings of this life for the glory that will 

be revealed; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



Prayers  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name,  

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done,  

        on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those  

        who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

    and the power, and the glory,  

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  

    hallowed be your Name,  

    your kingdom come,  

    your will be done,  

        on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

    as we forgive those  

        who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial,  

    and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power,  

    and the glory are yours,  

    now and for ever. Amen. 

  

A Prayer for Grace at Meals 
Blessed are you, O Lord God, for you give us food to sustain our lives and 

make our hearts glad; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Prayer at the Beginning of the Day 
This is another day, O Lord. I do not know what it will bring, but make me 

ready for whatever it may be. If I am to stand up, help me to stand bravely. If I 

am to sit still, help me to sit quietly. If I am to lie low, help me to do it 

patiently. And if I am to do nothing, let me do it graciously. Make these 

words more than words, and give me the Spirit of Jesus. Amen. 

 

A Prayer at the End of the Day 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, 

and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; 

give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, 

shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 



This compilation of scripture and prayer draws on, and adapts from, a 

number of resources: The Holy Bible – NRSV, The Book of Common Prayer, 

Enriching Our Worship, The New Zealand Book of Common Prayer, A Psalter for the 

Christian People, The Evangelical Lutheran Book of Worship, Opening Prayers: 

Collects in Contemporary Language, and To Bless the Space Between Us: A Book of 

Blessings 
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