
Chalice Bearer 

Liturgical Minister Training at St. A’s – September 21, 2013 
 

Thank you so much for agreeing to serve as a Chalice Bearer, helping share the 
sacred gifts of Communion at St. Augustine’s.  Below please find a step-by-step 
overview of the process.  Questions?  Please contact Kathy Isaacks: 
staugustinewilmette@gmail.com, or Kristin White: kristinuwhite@gmail.com.   

 

1.  Sign Up.  You will find a link to our online Signup Genius list in a number of 
places:  

• Every Wednesday near the bottom of the Parish Life Connections, our 
online newsletter, under Serving This Week 

• On our website: www.staschurch.org: 
o Under Worship menu, on the page titled Leading Our Worship 
o At the bottom of each of the liturgical ministry pages: Acolytes; 

Lectors, Leaders of the Prayers, and Chalice Bearers; and Ushers. 

Once you have found the Signup Genius site, please scroll down to the date 
when you would like to serve.  Click the Sign Up box on Chalice Bearer for that 
date.  Once you’ve done that, click Submit and Sign Up at the bottom of the 
screen.  If this is the first time you have signed up with the Genius, it will ask 
your name and email address.  This is so the program can remind you in 
advance of the date you are scheduled to serve.  If you have any questions or 
problems, please call or email Kathy (847-251-6922, email above).  She will help! 

2.  On the day you will be serving the chalice, please arrive between 9:15 and 
9:20.  This will give you time to let either Kristin or the Eucharistic Minister (EM) 
know that you’re here and prepared to serve, which is a great help! 

3.  Coming forward to serve: At the conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer, Kristin will 
break the bread at the altar and say “Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.”  
The people respond: “Therefore let us keep the feast.”  Please come forward 
while the choir and congregation sing the Fraction Anthem that follows, and 
stand with the other Chalice Bearers and Acolytes behind the altar.  Kristin will 
serve the EM the bread and wine, and then will serve bread to Chalice Bearers 
and Acolytes.  The EM will serve the first Chalice Bearer on the left end, and then 
hand the chalice to that person to serve the others.  Once you have been served 
the wine, please come forward and take a chalice (cup) and a purificator (small 
linen towel) from the altar and follow Kristin and the EM out to serve the people. 

4.  As you serve: Please either help guide the chalice to the person’s mouth or 
offer it to people who choose to intinct (dip) their wafer.  As they receive the 
chalice, please say: “The Blood of Christ, the Cup of Salvation.”  When a person 
drinks from the chalice, use the purificator to wipe that part of the chalice and 
then turn the cup before serving the next person. 



5.  Once everyone has received: Please take your chalice to the marble altar in 
the Chapel and set it on the corporal (large linen napkin) you will find unfolded 
in the center of the fair linen (linen covering the length of the altar). 

6.  Special circumstances – grace and gratitude: If the Ushers alert you that 
someone needs to receive Communion from the pew, please go with either 
Kristin or the EM to offer them the chalice.  Sometimes more people than are 
scheduled will come forward to bear the chalice, and we will need someone to 
step back.  At other times, not enough people have signed up and we may ask 
you to come forward on a day you hadn’t planned to serve.   In spite of our best 
efforts, the church is a human undertaking…sometimes things get mixed up.  
When they do, know how thankful we are for both your service and your grace. 


